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HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 
We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
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BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 
� Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 
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HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
METHODIST CHURCH 
4, High Road. Horndon-on-the-Hill  

 

Sunday:10.30 am Worship. 
 

Minister: Reverend Oluyemisi Jaiyesimi. 
Senior Steward: Mr Graham Hodgson. 

 
Website: www.methodist-sec.co.uk/horndon/index.html 
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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – March 2022
HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN

Tuesday 1st March Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Wednesday 2nd    Ash Wednesday Service 7.30pm 

Thurs 3rd   Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 4th   
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group 

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
World Day of Prayer Service-11am 

Saturday 5th March Open Church 10am-noon  
with refreshments  4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 6th March   
1st Sunday of Lent   10am All Together Holy Communion 

Service 

Monday 7th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 8th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments  Holy Communion Service 7.30pm 

Thursday 10th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 11th    
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group  

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 12th  Open Church 10am-noon 
With refreshments   

Sunday 13th March  
2nd Sunday of Lent  8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service  

Monday 14th      Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 15th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Thursday 17th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 18th   
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group  

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 19th    Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 20th March 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 
10am All Together Holy Communion 

Service 
4pm Refresh Service 

  

Monday 21st     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 22nd    
9.15am Holy Communion Service 

  Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Thursday 24th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 25th     
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group  

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 26th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Sunday 27th March 
4th Sunday of Lent 
Mothering Sunday 

  8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 
10am Family Service 

Monday 28th t     Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments 

Tuesday 29th    Open Church 10am-noon with 
refreshments   

Thursday 31st    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 1st April  8.30pm Holy Communion Service 
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group 

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 2nd  Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments 4pm Forest Church  

Sunday 3rd April 
Sunday before Lent 

10am All Together Holy Communion 
Service   
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�� am no longer my own but yours. 
�all me and open my eyes to the injustice around me, the unfairness around me and the poverty 
around me; call me to dare to change my lifestyle, my habits and my outlook for you. 
�all me to strive for fairness and justice in everything � do, not just in words, but in actions; not just 
locally, but globally. 
�et me change myself for you, and so change the world for you. 
� freely and wholeheartedly commit myself to this duty, knowing that in everything you will give me 
your inspiration, strength and grace. 
�lorious and blessed �od, �ather, �on and �oly �pirit, you are mine and � am yours. �o be 
it. 
�et this covenant now made on earth be fulfilled in heaven. 	men 
�
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THE PARISH OF HORNDON, ORSETT & BULPHAN 
www.hobnob.org.uk  Facebook: @HOBNOBchurches 

 
RECTOR Reverend Sue Mann    email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk            01375 891 254 
 
ASSOCIATE PRIEST Reverend Max Blake    email: max@hobnob.org.uk          01375 360 522 
 
DEACON Reverend Moji Jaiyesimi    email: m.jaiyesimi@hobnob.org.uk          07856 690 593 
  

 
CHURCH OFFICERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

 
PCC Members 
 Treasurer     Lynn Bennett 
 Secretary     Ron Porter            01375 891 697 
 Parish Administrator    Lynda Robertson            01375 892 428 
 Deanery Synod representatives:    Karen Collier,  
       Alastair Macrae, 
       Janet Wilkins,  
       Frank Woollard 
 Lay Representatives    Sandra Billinger,  
       Brian Flavell, 
       Felicity Tarbard 
St Peter & St Paul. Horndon-on-the-Hill 
 Churchwardens     Sonia Ward            01375 674212 
       Alastair Macrae            01375 673 327 
 Deputy Churchwarden    Felicity Tarbard            01375 677581 
 Sacristans     Jane Barry. Jane Lothian. Judy Rood. 
       Beverley Macrae 
 Vergers     Bill Rayner. Peter Belsham. 
 

St Giles & All Saints. Orsett 
 Churchwardens     Janet Wilkins             01375 372 067 
       Jackie Wood            01375 891 744     
 Verger      George Wood            01375 891 744 
 Mothers’ Union contact    Di Bubb             07970 728 673 
 Edward Bear Group    Karen Collier            01375 370 441 
 Oasis Café     Sandra Billinger            01375 891 040 
 Tower Captain     Judith Church            01375 891 556 
 

St Mary-the-Virgin. Bulphan 
 Churchwardens     Ron Porter            01375 891 697 
       Frank Woollard            01375 891 034 
 Deputy Churchwarden    Brian Flavell            01708 225 804 
 Parish Room Bookings    Traudi Porter            01375 891 697
  

Benefice Baptism Co-ordinator 
 Christine Mortimer: c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk                                01375 641 485 
 

Musicians 
 Jane Barry                   07552 199 697 
 Janet McCheyne                   07752 836 902  
 
 
  

 

To arrange Weddings, please contact Rev. Sue Mann on 01375 891 254 or email: rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 



 

 

 
 

TO ADVERTISE 
 

HERE 
 

PLEASE CONTACT 
RON PORTER 

AT: 
 

R.Porter@hobnob.org.uk 
OR 

01375 891 697 
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Wedding Enquiries 
If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  

Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  
please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

Baptism Enquiries 
If you would like to enquire about booking a baptism at: 

  
Horndon church, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 
Orsett church, please contact: 

Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  
c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

Bulphan church, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 
�

Baptism Preparation 

If you would like to have your child baptised in one of the churches 
in the parish. Preparation evenings are held in Orsett church on the 

second Monday of each month at 7.30pm.  
No booking is required. 
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Songs of Praise 
 

At the Songs of Praise service on 30th January, I shared a song from my favourite band Skillet. The 
song in question is Hard To Find, and I shared this particular song as it carries a message that helped 
me through the first lockdown. I thought that some of you would like to read the lyrics  

Edward Mortimer 

 
 
SKILLET – HARD TO FIND 
 
Turned on the TV yesterday 
So much pain bleeding through I had to look away 
But inside me the picture's just the same 
And every time I open up my eyes nothing seems to 
change 
It never seems to change 
 
You give me faith to believe there's a way 
To put the past finally behind me 
And hope to make it through another night 
You give me strength during these dark times when 
I'm blind 
You are my light when faith is hard to find 
When faith is hard to find 
(Will you still hold on) 
 
Something woke me in the night 
In the midst of the darkness I recognize the light 
Now inside me the picture seems so clear 
All the dying in my broken dreams is starting to 
appear 
Starting to appear 
 
You give me faith to believe there's a way 
To put the past finally behind me 
And hope to make it through another night 
You give me strength during these dark times when 
I'm blind 
You are my light when faith is hard to find 
Faith is hard to find 
 

 
 
 
If I fall, will you hold on to me 
Through it all promise you won't lose me 
These days hope is hard to come by 
And tonight I don't know how I can't survive 
 
You give me faith to believe there's a way 
To put the past finally behind me 
And hope to make it through another night 
You give me strength during these dark times when 
I'm blind 
You are my light when faith is hard to find 
When faith is hard to find 
(Will you still hold on) 
 
You give me faith to believe there's a way 
To put the past finally behind me 
And hope to make it through another night 
You give me strength during these dark times when 
I'm blind 
You are my light when faith is hard to find 



 

The February meeting opened with memories of 
our dear friend Lesley Gray, who we had lost so 
suddenly and unexpectedly. Lesley had brought so 
much enthusiasm to our group, and to our 
committee meetings; she will be sorely missed by 
us all. Everyone sent their love and condolences to 
her husband and family.  

The meeting was a social evening, with a game of bingo, followed by tea and 
notices from Elaine. She told us that we would make a donation from our 
afternoon tea to St Luke’s Hospice and Thurrock Foodbank.  

The Pensioners’ Party is booked for Friday 22nd April in the Methodist Hall. 
The theme will be the Platinum Jubilee and the entertainment for the 
afternoon will be from a group of singers. Next month's meeting will be held 
on Tuesday March 1st and we will be entertained by a group of singers 'Lost 
for Words'  

Guests are more than welcome.  

 
  

Anita Jones and family would like to thank all those who contributed to Glyn’s 
memorial service on 12th February. 
 
Glyn had planned his funeral service, but Covid prevented us from remembering 
him as he would have liked at the time of his passing. 
 
Many of you gave of your time and talents in Glyn’s honour, including the 
careful preparation of the church, the thoughtful and spiritual service, the 
beautiful flowers and wonderful music. 
 
Thanks to everyone’s overwhelming contributions we were finally able to 
celebrate Glyn’s life and give thanks to God in the manner that he deserved. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many friends and family together again and to be 
able to share a truly special day. 
 
Thank you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinese Brush Painting 
On the first Monday of each month there is a 

unique opportunity to learn more about this 

oriental art form 

In Bulphan Parish Room. For further  

information contact Jean Willis: 01268 284164 

 

 
I N  T H E  O R S E T T    

C H U R C H E S’  C E N T R E 
 

Re-commencing on Friday 10th September 
 

Then each Friday from 9.00am till 11.30 
 
 

THE PERFECT PLACE TO GO  
AFTER THE SCHOOL RUN 

 

Edward Bear 
Toddler Group 

 
 

Edward Bear welcomes his little friends and 
their accompanying adults in the  

Churches’ Centre Chapel 
 

Fridays from 9.30 am - 11.00am 
 
 
 
 

 

For further details 
please contact: 

KAREN COLLIER 
on: 

01375 370441 



PPRAYER DIARY 
      Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

�

�

 
 
March 1st For those living on Orsett Road, Orsett 
March 2nd For those living on Oxford Road, Horndon 
March 3rd For our medical practioners 
March 4th For the World Day of Prayer 
March 5th For those living on Fen Lane, Orsett 
March 6th For those living on Brentwood Road, Bulphan 
March 7th For those living on Welling Road, Orsett 
March 8th For those living on Medbree Court, Orsett 
March 9th For those living on Pump Street, Horndon 
March 10th For our schools in Orsett Horndon and Bulphan 
March 11th For those living on Herga Hyll Orsett 
March 12th For those living on Lower Dunton Road, Bulphan 
March 13th For those living on Parkers Farm Road, Orsett 
March 14th For the lonely and childless  
March 15th For peace in the world 
March 16th For those living on Conway Road, Orsett 
March 17th For those living on Fen Lane, Bulphan 
March 18th For those living on Bonham Drive, Orsett 
March 19th For those in hospital 
March 20th For our neighbours 
March 21st For our own prayer lives 
March 22nd For those living on Heath Road, Orsett Heath 
March 23rd For those living on Rowley Road, Orsett 
March 24th For those living on Wingfield Drive, Orsett 
March 25th For those living on The Parkway, Orsett 
March 26th For those living on Hillcrest Road, Horndon 
March 27th For all mothers on Mothering Sunday  
March 28th For our Methodist and Congregational brothers & sisters 
March 29th For the recently bereaved 
March 30th For those living on Fordham's Row, Orsett 
March 31st For members of our congregations who live in Chadwell St Mary 
 
 

“Thank you, Lord, for our mothers.  We remember today their loving care, and their 
ceaseless love for us.  May we show them by our gifts, our words and our actions that 

we love them and care about them too. 
 

Father, we thank you for the family of the Church.  May they know your blessing and 
strength as they care for others”. 

 
Mothering Sunday prayer by Mary Batchelor 

 



 

WOOLMARKET MUSIC 
 
Our February meeting hosted CDOT Voices, with their Musical Director, Angelo Tsocos and 
accompanist, Clare Penfold.   A very welcome guest was Angelo’s wife, Sarah, a talented saxophone player 
and, with Angelo accompanying, she performed a couple of brilliant solo spots during the evening.    
 
The choir gave us a varied programme from a fantastic pool of songs, ranging from contemporary pop and 
rock, and some well-known tunes from musical theatre. There really was something for everyone.  We 
thank them so much for coming stepping in when our February concert was likely to be cancelled.    
 
The next meeting is on March 12th at 7.30pm in St Peter & St Paul’s Church and for the first time at 
Woolmarket Music we will be welcoming MEN2SING.  This group does what it says on the box, male 
singers performing a varied programme from many genres of music.  
  
Do come along – Admission £7.50 (all children under 18 free) or become a member and 
enjoy our live music for the whole year for £60.  Look forward to seeing you! 
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Link to Hope  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the situation in the Ukraine we need to have the ability to help our project managers 
not only in Ukraine but in Moldova, Romania and Bulgaria too. The huge humanitarian crisis 
that is unfolding means that every area of Link to Hope's work will be impacted. The refugee 
crisis has only just begun and we are trying to match contacts from different countries i.e. 
project managers from Ukraine being offered safe haven by Moldovan families and 
Romanians going to the border to bring home Ukrainian refugees. Funds are needed for 
bedding, food, medicine, petrol, clothes etc and we want to be able to send it to where help 
is most needed. 
 
If you can donate then please do so.  
https://linktohope.co.uk/campaigns/donate-to-the-ukraine/ 
 
Please give what you can and please continue to pray. 
 
For our latest news on what is happening - https://linktohope.co.uk/fleeing-ukraine/ 

��
�

 

Zion Hall Mission, Bulphan  
Interdenominational 

Church Road, Bulphan 
 

www.zhm100.wix.com/zionhallmission 
 

We enjoy meeting every Sunday evening for worship with those who join us both regularly 
and occasionally for fellowship. We are very pleased to see newcomers and extend a warm 
welcome to all. Please feel free to join us in fellowship even if you attend church elsewhere 
in the morning. The services for March are as follows: 
 

March 6th    6:30 pm Pholani Ncube 
March 13th 6:30 pm Rev Max Blake 
March 20th    6:30 pm Peter Crosby 
March 27th      6:30 pm Rev Yemi Jaiyesimi 

 
Whilst mandatory Covid restrictions have lifted, out of respect for the vulnerable and those 
who prefer a cautious approach, we still ask those attending to observe social distancing. 
We continue to have sanitising facilities readily available and as always handwashing 
facilities are available in the vestry. 
 
If you live locally and would like to come along to a service but need transport, or for any 
other information on our Church or our services please contact the Secretary: Ian Blackburn 
on 01375 891522 
 

DONATE TO 

UKRAINE 



      

Bulphan WI 

 

At our February meeting we celebrated the life of our member Ivy 
Turner, who passed away in January, with a minute’s clapping and 
cheering, a fitting tribute to a lovely lady.  Then we were whisked back 
in time to relive the story of the Titanic from when the pencil first 
touched the paper for her, and her sister ships’ design up to the 
discovery of the wreck site. Speaker Steve Lester’s passion for all things 
Titanic shone through and the experience was added to by a vast 

display of memorabilia and six members reading eyewitness and newspaper reports of the time. 
 

I am unable to let you know 
what’s happing at our March 
meeting as the members have 
planned and will be running the 
evening, none of the committee 
have any idea what will take place 
but knowing our members it will 
interesting and fun, look out for 
my next report to find out more. 
 

Updates about future meetings, 
information, photographs, and 
much more can be found on 
Facebook at Bulphan Women’s 
Institute and on Twitter 
@bulphanwi Visitors welcome 
contact us via Secretary Janet 
McCheyne on 07752836902 or 
email bulphanwi@gmail.com 
 
Jan Curtis President 

 



 
 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 
Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  
Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

Free local home delivery on
Tuesdays & Fridays,

please call to place your order.

F e local home delivery onree
Tuesdays & Fridays,

Services:
Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  
Newspaper delivery.

Post Office Local In-Store   
Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm 

Monday-Saturday





�

�
�

�;������������������?�"������������<��������;�������
�

����������;���?������������������������?�������?�;�������������������
�����>��� ��������� ���������<����<��������?��;�;�!���>�!����������
;����� ��;���Y�
�

"����?��!�?�;����������������������������������������?���>�������� ��� ����������Y����������	
���<��?�	�
��<��>��
�����
����	��?�	<	�����<�������	�������;���?����
��������	�����	?���	�������;����>�
�	���������
����������������<��
	�����
������������<���Y��;������
������
��������	�������
�?�;��	����>����	��<��������<���<�����	��;�������<��������
������<�����<���	�������
��>�
���
���
���������������<���	�����
�	�����������Y����
�	���<����������
�	����	���?=�
����
=���	��	������
�	?Y����
������������	���	�
��
�������	
����������
���������������������;��	?���<�?������	>��
	����� ��
����
=��<<<Y������
;����Y����
���
����	;�������
���
�;���
��;��������������;��	?!��	
"#""Y����
�

����	�������������������	�����
���
��
�����	
��������������������	�������	
�������������
��
���������
��	����	�����������	��������
�
��	��
���	
���������������������� �
���� ������	�����
����� !����	
���������������
�	���������	����	
������
���������������������������	������������
�������	������	������	�����	��	���	������������	��	���������
�����������
������	����	�����	���������	�����������
���������������	
������������	���������	����	��	����������
��
�������	������������
���������
����������
����
����	�������������������
����������
��������
	������
�
�

���������

����?�;����<���	��"$��	�����
����<��	
�%	�?��	?��<�����&������
�	��;�������<����������	���
����"��;���	������������'��

���(�������	�? ����
��	?���������	��
�<��������"������	�����>�
�����
�	�?�	��������������	��
���<�;�������������������)�
;
�*���
�����������������Y�
�

!��
�	�������������������������;�����	�?�
�����������������
��	��������������������������)�
;
�
*���
�� 	��� 	�� ������;���?� ��� ���
����� +;
�� <�	�� �����<���� �	�?�
� �Z	����� ��� ���� ;�,;	�������
<��������

����
��>����	�
�����;
����	?Y�

�
������

������
��&��������-�<�.�	�	����	>��
��<��������
;��������������
��������	������
���
���������
��������
;�	����<��������������
�	������)	�;	�?Y����?��	>������	���������>�������	���	��
;����������
;������
;�����
�	����	>��	�
��
�;������������

����	������
������
���������������
�	��Y��

������	�����<��������
�	��;����;���	�
����������������
��	������*�(!�/0���������	��;������;���
����������
��?���������
����-�<�.�	�	���	���	��;�������<������<����	?���	������������
��������
�
;�	���<���������	��������	�Y�1��	
����	��?�;�����������
��������	����?�;����	?��
��;��������
�
�����	�������Y 

����	����
��	����	����

���
� ?�	�� �
� ����2;����
�3�	���;�� );������� ���� ���
���>��� �����	�������� ��
�����4� "
��	������ ����
�����	����
�����������
��&������������
�����	
�	�
����������������
�����	����������	
����
������	>��
	�����=��

����
=���;�
���Y��������������
���	���;�/+;�����
�
�
�

�

�	������������������	�����������





Orsett WI  

At our meeting on 2nd of February we had a talk from Gary Jones who used to be 
a charge nurse in Orsett A&E. The character in the tv programme Casualty, Charlie 
Fairhead was based around Gary and his work. He was awarded the CBE for all the 
work he did for Orsett and Basildon hospitals and surrounding communities. The 
talk was very interesting and reminiscent for ladies who had nursed at Orsett such 
as myself. I have known Gary since I was 22 through my boss at Orsett who was a 

good friend of his. I dressed up in my nurse’s outfit and my sister was a surgeon for the evening to make him 
feel welcome. This caused laughter and lots of discussion. 

On the 7th of February I met with some of our Orsett WI ladies for lunch at Lazell’s which was lovely, the photo 
attached is of two of our oldest members they are 97 and 98 respectively, It was lovely to see them. 

On the 10th of February the allotment group met, and we lined and laid a path with bark and dug some areas 
over and made plans for our next meeting this Thursday it will be very exciting when plants and produce come 
up to give to our ladies. 

on the 15th of February our ancestry group met, and we each passed on what we had found out in our families, 
what difficulties we had finding things and during discussions we gave each other ideas.  

Orsett WI will be meeting again on March the 2nd at the Orsett Village Hall in Mill Lane RM 16 3HB, 7:00 PM 
for 7:30 start. We meet the first Wednesday of every month.  The first visit is free; ‘it's not what you think’. 
Ladies over 18 welcome. 

We will be meeting on the 19th of Feb for a chat and coffee at 10:30 am in Thurrock Garden centre. 23rd of 
Feb is our Crafty Chat at 7:15pm in Orsett Village Hall. 

Our email is: orsettwi@gmail.com or find us on Facebook under Orsett Women's Institute. 

Sharon Larsen 



 

Wellhouse Gallery 
 

 

�

 
 
 
�

�

 
���������		
������
	����������
���
�	������
�	�������
��	��
��
��������������
		����
	�
���
���������	�����
���
���������
������������
��������
������	
����
��������������������
	�
������������
�������������
��������������

�����
	����	
���
		�
�
�����������������	����
����
��
�����������

������������������
	�������
��
�	����������������������������

���
	����
�������	�������

����������������� ���������


��������
������
���

!!�"����#�
���������#$%&�

1st - 31st March at 

The 

Well House Gallery 
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Find us: 

High Road, Horndon on the Hill 

Stanford-le-Hope SS17 8LF 

 
Contact: 

info@wellhousegallery.co.uk
�





 





OLD PHOTOGRAPHS OF BULPHAN 
 

Each month we will publish a few photographs from this extensive collection 

 

Manor Farm in the 1980s 
Mr Leonard Hearn  
at Blankets Farm. 1930s 

Old vehicles at Noke Hall Farm 
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� RICHARD FLATT 
Professional Decorating and 

Property Maintenance. 

Quality workmanship Interior & 
Exterior 

Insurance work undertaken 

Free estimates and advice 

20 years experience and fully 
insured 

Call Richard on mobile: 07748 857 733 or Landline: 01992 578 152 
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FAMOUS PERSON IN MARCH 
Joseph Priestley  1733-1804  

 

When Joseph Priestley wasn’t in his laboratory investigating gases - he isolated and 
characterized eight of them, including oxygen - this 18th-century British scientist was 
often defending himself and his home against angry mobs 

 

Priestley, who discovered the gas that would later be named “oxygen” by Antoine-
Laurent Lavoisier, was ceremoniously welcomed to the United States in 1794 as a 
leading contemporary thinker and friend of the new republic. Then 61, this Englishman 
was known to Americans at least as well for his prodigious political and theological 
writings as for his scientific contributions. 

 

Religion and Politics 

Priestley was educated to be a minister in the churches that dissented from the Church of England, and he 
spent most of his life employed as a preacher or teacher. He gradually came to question the divinity of 
Jesus, while accepting much else of Christianity—in the process becoming an early Unitarian. 

 

Priestley was a supporter of both the American and French Revolutions. He saw the latter as the beginning 
of the destruction of all earthly regimes that would precede the Kingdom of God, as foretold in the Bible. 
 

These freely expressed views were considered seditious by English authorities and many citizens. In 1791 
a mob destroyed his house and laboratory in Birmingham. This episode and subsequent troubles made him 
decide to emigrate to the United States. With his sons he planned to set up a model community on 
undeveloped land in Pennsylvania, but like many such dreams, this one did not materialize. He and his wife 
did, however, build a beautiful home equipped with a laboratory far up the Susquehanna River in 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania. 
  

Oxygen and Other “Airs” 
Priestley’s first scientific work, The History of Electricity (1767), was encouraged by Benjamin Franklin, 
whom he had met in London. In preparing the publication Priestley began to perform experiments, at first 
merely to reproduce those reported in the literature but later to answer questions of his own. In the 1770s 
he began his most famous scientific research on the nature and properties of gases. At that time he was 
living next to a brewery, which provided him an ample supply of carbon dioxide. His first chemical 
publication was a description of how to carbonate water, in imitation of some naturally occurring bubbly 
mineral waters. 
 

Politics, chemistry and oxygen theory during the French Revolution 
Inspired by Stephen Hales’s Vegetable Staticks (first edition, 1727), which described the pneumatic trough 
for gathering gases over water, Priestley began examining all the “airs” that might be released from 
different substances. Many, following Aristotle’s teachings, still believed there was only one “air.” By clever 
design of apparatus and careful manipulation, Priestley isolated and characterized eight gases, including 
oxygen—a record not equalled before or since. In addition, he contributed to the understanding of 
photosynthesis and respiration. 
Priestley fought a long-running battle with Lavoisier and his followers over how to interpret the results of 
experiments with gases. Priestley interpreted them in terms of phlogiston—the hypothetical principle of 
flammability that was thought to give metals their lustre and ductility and was widely used in the early 18th 
century to explain combustion, calcination, smelting, respiration, and other chemical processes. 
Proponents of phlogiston did not consider it to be a material substance, and so it was therefore 
unweighable. Priestley gave qualitative explanations of these phenomena, talking, for example, about 
oxygen as “dephlogisticated air.” 



 



 




