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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – February 2022
HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN

Tuesday 1st  Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Thursday 3rd     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 4th    
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group  

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 5th  Open Church 10am-noon 
With refreshments 4pm Forest Church  

Sunday 6th February 
4th Sunday before Lent 

10am All Together Holy Communion 
Service   

Monday 7th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 8th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments  7.30pm Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 10th     Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 11th   
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group  

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 12th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Sunday 13th February 
3rd Sunday before Lent  8.45am Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service  

Monday 14th     Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments 

Tuesday 15th   Open Church 10am-noon 
with refreshments   

Thursday 17th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 18th    School holiday (no Oasis or Edward 
Bear Toddler Group)  

Saturday 19th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Sunday 20th February 
2nd Sunday before Lent 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 
10am All Age Holy Communion Service 

4pm Contemporary Service 
  

Monday 21st     Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments 

Tuesday 22nd   
9.15am Holy Communion Service 

  Open Church 10am-noon with 
refreshments 

Thursday 24th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 25th 8.30pm Holy Communion Service 
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group 

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 26th  Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments 10am Holy Communion Service  

Sunday 27th February 
Sunday before Lent   8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service 

Mon 28th   Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments 

Tuesday 1st March Open Church 10am-noon 
 with refreshments   

Thurs 3rd   Open Church 10am-no0n 

Friday 4th   
Oasis Café 9am to 11.30am 
Edward Bear Toddler Group 

9.30-11am at the Churches Centre 
 

Saturday 5th March Open Church 10am-noon  
with refreshments  4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 6th March   
1st Sunday of Lent   10am All Together Holy Communion 

Service 



 
 

ORSETT STORES 

YOUR LOCAL AND FRIENDLY VILLAGE STORE 
41 High Road Orsett, Essex Telephone: 01375891242 

Open from 6.30am until 9.30pm Monday-Saturday 7.00am until 9.30pm Sundays 
Suppliers of Groceries, Fresh Bread, Milk, Fruit, Vegetables, Chilled and Frozen Foods, Fresh Meat,  

Off Licence, Tobacco, Cards and Stationery, Confectionery,  
Fresh Flowers and Plants, Daily Newspapers and magazines. 

Free local home delivery on
Tuesdays & Fridays,

please call to place your order.

F e local home delivery onree
Tuesdays & Fridays,

Services:
Dry Cleaning, Photocopying,  

National Lottery Outlet,  
Newspaper delivery.

Post Office Local In-Store   
Open from 8.30am until 1.00pm 

Monday-Saturday



 

On 21st February this year, Fairtrade Fortnight begins, when people come together to share stories of the 
people who grow our food and drinks, mine our gold and who grow the cotton for our clothes.  Often these 
workers are exploited and underpaid. During this fortnight we are encouraged to consider the impact our 
spending has on other people. 

As a church we have committed to using Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar and we try to use Fairtrade biscuits 
when we can source them. At the moment we only seem to be able to get Fairtrade biscuits from Traidcraft 
but, perhaps, if we all write to our local supermarkets to request that they stock more of these biscuits, we 
might be able to be agents for positive change. It certainly worked with bananas several years ago.  

In 2019, Fairtrade launched a campaign to enable a sustainable future for cocoa farmers by providing  them 
with a living income and, therefore,  an ability to cover all their cocoa farming costs  and their basic human 
rights,  such as a nutritious diet, children’s education and healthcare.  

The Fairtrade Foundation says: 

‘The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever how interconnected we are globally. This 

interconnection is at the very heart of the Fairtrade message and is where your role begins. You are part of 

the Fairtrade movement, and you have the power to drive long-term change, not only with your shopping 

choices but with your support in spreading the message. 

Fairtrade not only ensures a fair wage for the producers but it also has a positive effect on climate change. 
Speaking about their work in this respect, the Fairtrade Foundation, says: 

Fairtrade is about social, economic and environmental justice. These are built into our standards and 

drive everything we do. A root cause of the inability to adapt to and mitigate climate change is 

poverty. More money in the hands of farmers is needed if they are to adapt and survive the climate 

crisis. Choosing Fairtrade fights for improvements in producers’ livelihoods with collective strength 

through co-ops and their bargaining power, the protection of a Minimum Price and Fairtrade Premiums. 

During Fairtrade Fortnight, this year, we have the opportunity to engage with the online Festival, ‘Choose 
the World you Want’ which you can find by going to Fairtrade Fortnight - Fairtrade Foundation It encourages 
us not only to share the Fairtrade message but to keep up the pressure on those who  will be attending the 
COP27 in Cairo next year. 

Last year’s festival saw campaigners, shoppers, students and businesses come together in a show of 

support for the farmers behind our food on the front line of the climate crisis. From online panels to bake-

offs and coffee mornings over 50 virtual events took place as part of our virtual festival, with supporters 

sharing the power of Fairtrade and what needs to happen next to ensure farmers and workers are put front 

and centre of conversations on how to tackle the climate crisis. 

I would love to hear of anything you decide to do for Fairtrade Fortnight. Please do send in any reports or 
photos for the website or magazine. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Take care and God bless, 

SSue  

 



 

HORNDON ON THE HILL 
CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

Dear All, 
 

The bulbs are beginning to show their heads in the garden.  Spring is only just around the corner! 
 

There are two small areas in the church grounds that need adopting.  If you have an hour to spare 
occasionally, please phone Sonia.  Thank you in advance. 
 

A charity has donated two planter bike stands for the church grounds.  These have been kindly 
adopted by Angela Collier who is planting them.  Thank you, Angela. 
 

Our new heating system installed in the Church in November is keeping us all toasty and warm 
during this cold weather.  We are now able to use the building more for social interaction as well as 
our services. 
 

Our services continue around the three churches. The times and venues for services are always 
displayed on the church gates.  Don’t forget if you would like a lift to any services do not hesitate to 
phone a Churchwarden. 
 

God Bless 
Sonia Ward 



�

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
 
We meet at the Welcome Club 
1, Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope 
At 8.00pm on the last Tuesday  
each month except in December. 
 
New members welcome 
Enquiries to the Secretary 
Sec.hothrbl@hotmail.com 
 

�

�

�

BULPHAN SHORT MAT BOWLS 
� Meetings are in Bulphan Village Hall every 
 Tuesday from 1.45 - 4.15pm and 
 Fridays from 7.00 - 9.00pm 
 New members are welcome and no experience is necessary 
 as friendly advice and tuition can be given 
 

 For further information telephone Lesley on 07766 505 755 
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HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
METHODIST CHURCH 
4, High Road. Horndon-on-the-Hill  

 

Sunday:10.30 am Worship. 
 

Minister: Reverend Oluyemisi Jaiyesimi. 
Senior Steward: Mr Graham Hodgson. 

 
Website: www.methodist-sec.co.uk/horndon/index.html 
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      THE PARISH REGISTERS
 
 
Baptisms 
January 9th   Emmeline & Charlotte Bernard   (O) 
January 23rd   Sid Robert & Jack David Rowley   (B) 
Funerals 
December 14th  Margaret St.Pier (96)     (H) 
January 14th   David Pasterfield (82)     (H) 
January 18th   Cicely Mustoe (95)     (B) 
Interment of ashes 
December 10th  Thomas Charles Bartley (92)    (O) 
December 11th  Charles Frederick Hughes (90)   (H) 
December 22nd  Ronald Leslie Smith (89)    (B) 
 
 
 

 

Wedding Enquiries 
If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at:  

Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches,  
please contact: Revd Sue Mann: 01375 891254 

rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk 
 

Baptism Enquiries 
If you would like to enquire about booking a baptism at: 

  
Horndon church, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 
Orsett church, please contact: 

Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  
c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

Bulphan church, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485  

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 
 

Baptism Preparation 

If you would like to have your child baptised in one of the churches 
in the parish. Preparation evenings are held in Orsett church on the 

second Monday of each month at 7.30pm.  
No booking is required. 



 

This page is for everyone to redistribute 

unwanted items for no charge.  Just email 

details of any items you wish to give away 

to the address below, together with your 

telephone number and these will be 

published in the next issue of the Hobnob. 

All items must be fit for purpose.  

 
 

To advertise here telephone 01375 674212 
Or email sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk 

 
6’0’’x8’0’’Greenhouse seeks new owner. 
Requires dismantling. Contact: D Moorse  

01375 672654 
Man’s Bicycle in excellent condition. 
Contact: Tony Ward 01375 674 212 
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BULPHAN VILLAGE SHOP 
    Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road, Bulphan RM14 3RU 
�
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COMMUNITY RECYCLING 



Firstly I need to address an omission from last month’s report in 
which I neglected to thank Thurrock Garden Centre for their gift 
of a Christmas tree. My sincere apologies for this oversight. It was 
a lovely tree, which for the second Christmas was set-up in the 
churchyard. Also my thanks to Graham and Rod for helping to 
erect the tree. The Garden Centre has gifted a tree each Christmas 
since Hugh Crossley was Rector some forty years ago. The recent 

practice of displaying the tree in the churchyard arose from Covid regulations and the 
consequent restrictions imposed within the church. The solar powered tree lights are not a 
great success, so if we do this in future we need to find a means of bringing a mains power 
supply to the location. 
 
January saw the commencement of the pastoral unification of our three individual parishes 
into a single parish, to be known as: The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan. At the time 
of writing the formation of a single Church Council on the 30th January is still to happen. Some 
may find full integration a slow and painful process, but there will be many advantages in 
functioning as a whole rather than as a disparate group. From the outside, looking in, there 
will be no perceptible difference, however with one Parochial Church Council (PCC), the 
administrative nightmare of three separate parishes will disappear and with it some of 
Reverend Sue’s workload. I don’t suppose that anyone expects this to be a seamless transition 
and adjustments may well be required. Meanwhile, we shall see the outcome of the special 
meeting on the 30th and hope to see a report in our March copy. 
 
During the month of January we said goodbye to our dear friend Cicely Mustoe who passed 
away shortly after her 95th birthday. Cicely had been a faithful member of our congregation 
for many years and a past member of our PCC. She was both lovely and lovable and although 
she had not been physically able to attend church for quite a few years she was seldom far 
from our thoughts. Cicely moved into a care home just before the pandemic struck, which 
meant that sadly Reverend Sue was no longer able to take communion to her. Covid changed 
all our lives and the way we live them; it has been especially hard for people in care homes 
who have been unable to have visitors and have been deprived of acts of worship that were 
hitherto central to their spiritual and emotional wellbeing. Let us hope that we are soon able 
to say that the pandemic is well and truly behind us. 
 
A shorter report than normal because as invariably, January has on the whole been a quiet 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 







PPRAYER DIARY 
      Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 

 

 

 
 
February 1st  For the unification of the Parish of Horndon Orsett and Bulphan 
February 2nd  For St Luke's Hospice & all carers 
February 3rd  For humanitarian organisations here and abroad 
February 4th  For those living in Baker Street in Orsett 
February 5th  For those who mourn  
February 6th   For those living in The Spinney in Orsett 
February 7th  For those living in South Hill Crescent in Horndon 
February 8th  For those living in Stanford Road in Orsett 
February 9th  For those living in Church Lane in Bulphan 
February 10th For those living in Mill Lane in Horndon 
February 11th For our PCC 
February 12th For members of our congregations who live in Grays 
February 13th For those living in Prince Charles Avenue in Orsett 
February 14th For our Orthodox brothers and sisters on the Feast of  

SS Cyril & Methodius 
February 15th For those living in Albert Road in Bulphan 
February 16th For physicians and all health care professionals in these  

difficult times 
February 17th For those living in Doesgate Lane in Bulphan 
February 18th For those living in Gordon Road in Horndon 
February 19th For those living in the High Road in Horndon 
February 20th For those living in Farm Road in Orsett Heath 
February 21st  For those living in Penn Close in Orsett 
February 22nd For those living in Orsett Road in Horndon 
February 23rd For those living in Church Road in Bulphan 
February 24th For those living in The Green in Orsett 
February 25th For those living in Victoria Road in Horndon 
February 26th For our twin dioceses in Romania, Sweden, Kenya and  

Trinidad & Tobago 
February 27th For the work of Chelmsford Cathedral 
February 28th For Reverend Sue and her family, Reverend Max and his family 
 and Reverend Moji and her family 
 

 
“To see a world in a grain of sand 

And a heaven in a wild flower 
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand 

and Eternity in an hour” 
 

William Blake 
 



February might be the shortest month but it is packed with traditions and 
festivals.

Candlemas Day 
February 2nd is known as Candlemas Day (the Christian festival of lights).
How did  2nd February come to be called Candlemas? 
It was the day of the year when all the candles, that were used in the
church during the coming year, were brought into church and a blessing  
was said over them - so it was the Festival Day (or 'mass') of the Candles. 
Candles were important not only because there was no electric lights, also 
some thought candles gave protection against plague and illness and famine. 
For Christians, candles were (and still are) a reminder of something even 
more important. 

End Of Christmas 
In the past many people said that the Christmas season lasted for forty days 
from Christmas Day - until the second day of February. 

Winter Peak 
February 2nd is the Winter Peak also called 'Imbolic'. This ancient festival 
marks the midpoint of winter in the northern hemisphere, halfway between 
the Winter solstice (shortest day) and the Spring equinox. 

St Valentine’s Day 
Valentine's Day, or St Valentine's Day or the Feast of St Valentine, is 
celebrated annually on February 14th.  It began as a Christian feast day for 
one or two early Christian martyrs named St Valentine. 
The celebration of romance and love now found in many places around the 
world happened later through folk traditions.  It’s popularity and 
commercialisation, increased with the invention of the Penny Post in Britain 
when expressions of love in the form of romantic verse, sometimes saucy, 
could be sent anonymously, although over years the anonymity angle has 
been lost.  In the UK, Valentine’s Day is worth over a billion pounds. 

Leap Day 
Once every 4 years February has 29 days.  Which brings its own traditions 
and superstitions. 
In Scotland it was considered unlucky to be born on a Leap Day. 
Centuries ago in traditional English law, February 29th was not recognised and 
‘leapt over; hence Leap Year. Without a legal bar on women proposing (at the 
time only men were allowed), it may have begun the tradition that women 
could propose marriage.



 

POLICE            
at Grays      email:  thurrockcpt@essex.pnn.police.uk 101 or 999 
 
DOCTORS  Horndon-on-the-Hill                              01375 642 362 
  Orsett & Bulphan (Orsett Surgery)                 01375 892 082 
  Bulphan   (Ockendon Surgery)                01708 852 318  
     (West Horndon Surgery):               01277 811 770 
 
LOCAL COUNCILLORS   Mr Barry Johnson                           07831 609714 
      
     Mrs Sue Little                 07831 609664 
 
LOCAL MP Stephen Metcalfe  Orsett Office                 01268 200 430 
     Westminster                 020 7219 7009 
 Write to: House of Commons London SW1A 0AA or 
 2 Orsett Business Centre. Stanford Road. Orsett. Essex. RM16 3BX 
      
SCHOOLS Horndon C of E Foundation Primary – Headteacher: Mrs. D. Bradley.              01375 673 260 
 Orsett Academy C of E Aided Primary – Headteacher: Mrs G Smith              01375 891 383 
 Bulphan C of E Academy – Headteacher: Sally Finch                        01375 891 220 

 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION FOR 
HORNDON - ORSETT - BULPHAN  



 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

It’s certainly been a great start for us here at Orsett.  In December Orsett had a 2-day Ofsted Inspection 
and I’m delighted to announce our GOOD judgement.  I’m so proud of the staff and pupils who really 
showed what a fantastic school we have here at Orsett.  We will be celebrating in different ways over this 
half term but we started by making these giant letters!  We think it clearly shows where are school is! 
  

The report highlighted 
many of the good things 
we do but some of our 
favourites were: 

‘Pupils praise the safe and 
happy community they are 
a part of.’ 
 
‘Pupils enthuse about how 
they enjoy attending the 
school.  They speak with 
pride about what they 
learn.’ 

 
 

‘Behaviour in lesson is purposeful.  Pupils are highly 
motivated to learn.  Leaders are ambitious for all 
pupils to receive a high-quality education’ 

Pupils build up their phonics knowledge from the 
moment they start school. Pupils learn not just to 
understand what they read, but also to love 
books.  Older pupils talk with delight about the wide 
range of books they read. 

Our full report is available on our website and we’ve 
also been featured in some local Press too.  You can 
find a link to this on the Vine Schools Trust Facebook 
page or website.  Later this term we are planning 
some memorable days for the children to celebrate too.  I’m sure we’ll feature these next month!  

Until next time, 

Mrs G Smith – Head Teacher 

Update from Orsett C of E 
Primary School 



 



   Bulphan WI  

 

Bulphan WI were back in the village hall for their January meeting 
which they started with a minute’s silence in honour of former 
member Marian Hatt who had passed away at the end of last year.  
 

Essex Federation’s Lead Climate Ambassador updated members 
about the climate crisis and gave lots of ideas on how to make 
small changes that add up to a bigger change. We were also joined 
by a local resident and former member who explained the benefits 
of switching to eco friendly cleaning products and refilling plastic 

bottles rather than throwing them away after one use. 
 

We are looking forward to hearing Steve Lester’s talk about the Titanic at our February 
meeting, some members may even get to play character parts during the talk. In March our 
members will be taking over the meeting, the Committee are excited to see what they have 
planned. 
 

Updates about future meetings, information, photographs, and much more can be found on 
Facebook at Bulphan Women’s Institute and on Twitter @bulphanwi or contact us via 
Secretary Janet McCheyne on 07752836902 
or email bulphanwi@gmail.com 
 
Jan Curtis President 

 

  



 

 

 
 

TO ADVERTISE 
 

HERE 
 

PLEASE CONTACT 
RON PORTER 

AT: 
 

R.Porter@hobnob.org.uk 
OR 

01375 891 697 





ALL OUR YESTERDAYS 
Happenings from the Parish as reported in February in the past 

1826 Sun (London) 
Thurs 9th 

Horndon coach service 
 
NELSON’S GENERAL COACH OFFICE, 

ALDGATE HIGH STREET 
THE FOLLOWING COACHES leave as 
under - 
HORNDON Post Coach, through 
Orsett, Aveley, Grays and Purfleet, 
every afternoon (Sunday excepted), at 
four o’clock 
 

1836 Patriot 
Weds 10th 

Not confirmed 
 
CANONICAL OBEDIENCE - On Sunday, 
the 17th ult, the clergyman at Horn-
don declined to perform baptism upon 
three babes, because the sponsors 
had not been confirmed - Colchester 
Gazette 
 

1845 Chelmsford Chronicle  
Fri 21st  

Editors box letter 
 
The letter from an anonymous corre-
spondent at Horndon, detailing some 
riotous proceedings in that village, 
contains charges of too personal a 
character to justify us in noticing 
them upon so questionable authority. 
 

1860 Chelmsford Chronicle 
Fri 3rd 

Penny bank 
 
On Thursday, the 26th ult, a meeting 
of the managers of the Penny Bank 
was held at the rectory, in this parish, 
to audit the accounts for the half-year 
ending 31st of December.  Since the 
commencement of this valuable insti-
tution in June last one hundred and 
sixty six persons  have availed them of 
its benefits; out of which 138 remain 
- three having deposited over 20s, 
eight over 10s, twenty-six over 5s, 
eighty over 1s and twenty-one over 
1d.  The receipts are £43 5s 5d,  and 
3s interest from Romford Savings 
Bank.  On the other side £12 16s 6d, 
has been withdrawn, leaving a bal-
ance in favour of the depositors of £30 
11s 11d - proof of the advantages of 
these banks, for without its aid the 
greater portion of its sum would have 
been frittered away.  We also learn 
that within the last twelve months up-
wards of £400 has been invested in 

the Savings Bank.  These facts taken 
together show that the value of these 
institutions  is not lost sight of in this 
district. 

1876 Stratford Times &  
South Essex Gazette 

Weds 2nd  
Ploughman wanted 
 
WANTED a PLOUGHMAN, to look after 
four horses, cottage and good garden 
on the premises, rent free; a married 
man without family preferred.   
Apply - Henry Stevens, Bulphan, near 
Orsett, Essex 
 

1877 Essex Times 
Sat 17th 

Magic Lantern 
 
MAGIC LANTERN EVENING - On Sat-
urday evening, the 10th inst, the Rev 
Pilkington, who is the officiating min-
ister during the absence of the Vicar 
through illness, entertained with a 
magic lantern exhibition in the 
schoolroom, which was well filled.  
The pictures were illustrative of Scrip-
ture history, numerous cities and ob-
jects of interest in the East, together 
with a suitable introduction of Scot-
tish mountain scenery and remarka-
ble localities in England and Wales.  
The subjects of the slides were ex-
plained in a simple and most appro-
priate manner, and the evening very 
happily and profitably spent. 
 

1877 Essex Times 
Sat 17th 

Choir Dinner 
 

ORSETT 
Choir Dinner - On Friday evening last 
the annual dinner kindly given by the 
Rev James Blomfield, the Rector, to 
the choir and ringers of the Church, 
took place at The George Inn, when 
the Reverend T James the curate, 
took the chair, the vice-chair being 
filled by Mr W. Woolings, one of the 
Churchwardens.  Mr Talmarsh the 
other warden was also present.  A 
most excellent spread was provided, 
to which the 21 gentlemen sat down.  
The Chairman, who it may be re-
marked is highly esteemed by all, rich 
and poor, in the neighbourhood, on 
the cloth being removed, proposed 
“The Health of the Queen, the Prince 
and Princess of Wales and the rest of 

the Royal Family”, “The Volunteers” 
was next given, followed by “The 
Bishop and Clergy or the Diocese”, 
connected with it being the health of 
their kind and esteemed Rector, by 
whom they had been called together 
that evening, not only to partake of 
the good things of this outer-man, but 
to drink to the health of the venerable 
Minister, wishing him at his advanced 
age all the comfort and all the health 
it might the blessing of the Divine will 
to grant him. The toast was drunk 
amidst vociferous cheering. “The 
Health of the Curate the Rev T James” 
was proposed by Mr R Howse, and re-
sponded to appropriately by the Rev 
gentleman. Mr Woolings’ and Mr 
Talmarsh’s health’s were also drunk, 
to which they responded.  The 
health’s were also given of Mr C. Row-
ley (the choir master) and his efficient 
choir, not forgetting Miss Blomfield 
and the ladies who were absent, with 
Mr C Howard, the respected clerk for 
so many years who was always at his 
post.  A word was said to be justly due 
to Mr John Arnold, the sexton; and it 
was that few Parish Churches could 
boast of the unanimity of feeling that 
existed amongst all, which must be 
very pleasing for the Rector.  The 
songs sung were well chosen; fore-
most of which was “John Barleycorn”, 
sung by Mr C. Rowley, the Choirmas-
ter.  Mr T Ridgwell sung “The Sexton”, 
well; and Mr John Ridgwell “The Blind 
Boy”.  These two brothers are excel-
lent vocalists.  Mr D. Collis who has a 
first class tenor voice, sung, “The 
Death of Nelson”, and was highly ap-
plauded.  Mr Reed sang “Our Sailor” 
in a pleasing manner, whilst Mr Wm 
Finch did ample justice to one of the 
Christy ballads, “Take Me back a 
Child Again”.  Mr C. Howard sung one 
of his favourite songs, and altogether 
the evening passed most pleasantly. 
 

1900 Barking, East Ham &  
Ilford Advertiser 

 Sat 17th 
Wanted day man 
 
DAY MAN WANTED; used to all kinds 
of farm work; plough if required; good 
cottage; regular work - Mee, Bulphan, 
Romford 
 

 
 
 



1902 Essex Times 
Sat 19th 

Pigeon shoot 
 

BULPHAN 
Pigeon shooting - The thirty-ninth an-
nual pigeon shooting meeting, ar-
ranged by Mr George Hollowbread, of 
the Harrow Inn, took place on Tues-
day.  There was a good attendance of 
local sportsmen.  The proceedings 
opened with a match between Mr W. 
Goodchild, of Romford, and Mr W. 
Bull of Billericay the former winning 
grassing his three birds in quick suc-
cession.  A good number of competi-
tors entered for the prize of a copper 
kettle, which fell to Mr W. R. Vasilla, 
of Hornchurch, who killed seven 
birds, taking also several sweep-
stakes.  There was keen competition 
for a fat pig and ultimately Messrs 
Cole, Ellis and Gray divided over this 
event.  A second copper kettle was 
won by Mr Pettit of Orsett.  The com-
pany afterwards sat down to an enjoy-
able spread, provided by the Host, 
and the remainder of the evening was 
spent in harmony. 
 

1908 Essex Newsman  
Sat 29th  

Theft of bags 
 
Charles Clow, a labourer, of no fixed 
abode, was charged with stealing 
three bags, value 6d, the property of 
Arthur Percy Mee on Feb 25 - Prose-
cutor, a farmer, of Wick House, Bul-
van, said the prisoner asked him for 
permission to lie in a shed on Tuesday 
night.  He gave the permission.  Sub-
sequently he missed three bags from 
the shed. P.C. Watson said he stopped 
the prisoner at East Horndon.  He had 
the bags with him.  He had taken 
them from a wagon.  Prisoner, who 
pleaded guilty, said he had never sto-
len anything before.  Mr Mee said pris-
oner had worked for him for  four or 
five years during the summers.  He 
had always proved honest.  Prisoner 
was sentenced to one day’s imprison-
ment. 
 

1909 Chelmsford Chronicle 
Fri 5th 

Presentation Dr Corbet 
 

PRESENTATION AT ORSETT 
On Monday evening at the Institute, 
Orsett, Dr Rea Corbet and Mrs Corbet 
were presented with an illuminated 
address, a grandfather’s clock, and a 
purse containing 50 guineas (c. 
£6500 today), as a mark of apprecia-
tion and esteem from friends and 
neighbours on Dr Corbet’s retirement 

and removal from the district after 
over 30 years’ residence and practice.  
A representative committee, with Mrs 
Whitmore as secretary and treasurer, 
has the arrangement of the testimo-
nial. 
Mr B.H.L. Williams J.P. (chairman of 
the Orsett Rural District Council), 
presided and in opening  the proceed-
ings referred to his own long ac-
quaintance with Dr Corbet, and said 
it gave him particular pleasure to add 
to his meed of praise and recognition 
of the services od Dr Corbet to the dis-
trict. 
Mrs Whitmore then made the presen-
tation to Dr Rea Corbet. 
The Illuminated address was hand-
somely done, and suitably inscribed. 
Brief addresses were given by the Rev. 
W.C. Bishop, the Rev. A. Royle, Mr A. 
Brooks, Major Whitmore, Mrs A. 
Brooks, Mr T. Ridgwell and others, re-
ferring in terms of praise and appreci-
ation to the work done by Dr Corbett 
and Mrs Corbett in various ways. 
Dr Corbet replied, expressing this 
thanks to all concerned. 
 

1914 Essex Times 
Sat 28th 

Men’s club visit 
 

CHURCH MEN’S CLUB 
On Monday the members of the Grays 
Parish church Men’s Club visited 
Horndon on the Hill Men’s Club and 
engaged them in games of billiards, 
bridge, whist, and cribbage.  The visi-
tors were welcomed by the Rev. S. W. 
Fischel, and were hospitably enter-
tained by the home club.  In the 
games Grays were successful at bil-
liards and bridge and Horndon at 
whist and cribbage. 
 
1924 Eastern Counties' Times 

Fri 8th 
Orsett vs Goodmayes 3rd  
 

GOODMAYES 3rd TEAM 
The 3rd team made a trip into the 
country on Saturday to play Orsett.  
The home team, although recruited 
from such a small village, proved to be 
too good for Goodmayes, whom that 
defeated by 6 goals to 2. 
The game was fairly even in the first 
half, any superiority of the Orsett for-
wards being counterbalanced by the 
steadiness of the Goodmayes defence, 
and the interval arrived with the home 
side leading by the odd goal in three. 
On the resumption, Goodmayes 
pressed hard for some time, and their 
efforts were soon rewarded by an 
equalising goal.  From this time on-
ward, however, the greater fitness of 
the home team began to manifest it-

self, and during the last 20 minutes of 
the game they added four goals to 
their score without any reply being 
made by Goodmayes.  Obviously written 
from a Goodmayes perspective 
 

1930 Chelmsford Chronicle  
Fri 21st 

Application refused 
 
Mrs Violetta Mary Bramley, of Glen-
field, Brentwood Road, Bulvan, ap-
plied for an off-licence for premises at 
that addressed - Refused 
 

1949 Chelmsford Chronicle 
Fri 4th 

Steeplechase first call 
 

Essex Union Hunt 
 

STEEPLECHASES 
 

at MALGRAVES near  
HORNDON ON THE HILL 

 
SATURDAY 
9th APRIL, 1949 

 
FIRST RACE 2pm 

------------------------------------- 
Preliminary Notice 



 
Chelmsford Diocese Mothers’ Union 

What a joyous occasion! On 19 January 2022, about one hundred Mothers’ Union members 
gathered in Chelmsford Cathedral for the commissioning of our new incoming Diocesan 
President, Maxine Paul, and our new Diocesan Board of Trustees by Bishop Guli (see photo below, 
Bishop Guli with Maxine). It was wonderful to be part of the service, to sing, pray and celebrate 
communion together, and to catch up with Mothers’ Union friends over refreshments after the 
service. 

The sermon based on the Gospel reading (John 15: 9–17) was given 
by Revd Rod Reid, who continues as our Mothers’ Union Chaplain. 
During his sermon he introduced us to three new useful 
words/phrases: 

� Mubble Fubbles: a state of depression or melancholy; 
despondency, low spirits, e.g. “She was in the mubble 
fubbles” 

� Gigil: a word used to describe the overwhelming feeling 
that covers over us when we see something cute. 

� Sprezzatura: defined in the Oxford English Dictionary as 
“studied carelessness”, especially as a characteristic quality 
or style of art or literature. 

Do join in with the prayer that we said at the end of the 
commissioning: O God, we ask that you will bless your servants with 
a sense of your presence, and knowledge of your constant love. Give 
wisdom and understanding, your guidance and the humility to accept it. Grant all members the grace to support and 
uphold all who work in your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Our 2022 Theme: Transformation – now! 

As we approach the start of a new triennium at Mothers' Union and 
look towards the future with fresh vision, our goal for 2022 is 
Transformation - now! 
Our members have shown such incredible resilience, responsiveness, 
and adaptability throughout the global pandemic. As an organisation, 
the pandemic forced us to change the ways we work and support those 

who benefit from our services. 
Now is the time to: 

� Transform ourselves, personally and spiritually, to live out our faith. 
� Transform the churches and communities we work with and of which we are a part, to reflect Christ's 
kingdom. 
� Transform Mothers' Union to be relevant for 21st century life. 

Find out more about Transformation Now on our website and find out how you can get involved: 
https://www.mothersunion.org/2022-theme

Platinum Jubilee Gifts 

This year is the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – the first ever celebration of its kind! As part of the celebrations the Mothers’ 
Union online shop has a selection of gifts to mark the occasion so do have a look:  
https://mueshop.org/collections/platinum-jubilee 
 
Di Bubb, Mothers’ Union contact 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinese Brush Painting 
On the first Monday of each month there is a 

unique opportunity to learn more about this 

oriental art form 

In Bulphan Parish Room. For further  

information contact Jean Willis: 01268 284164 

 

 
I N  T H E  O R S E T T    

C H U R C H E S’  C E N T R E 
 

Re-commencing on Friday 10th September 
 

Then each Friday from 9.00am till 11.30 
 
 

THE PERFECT PLACE TO GO  
AFTER THE SCHOOL RUN 

 

Edward Bear 
Toddler Group 

 
Edward Bear welcomes back his little friends 

and their accompanying adults from  
10th September in the  

Churches’ Centre Chapel 
 

Fridays from 9.30 am - 11.00am 
 
 
 
 

 

For further details 
please contact: 

SANDRA BILLINGER 
on: 

01375 891040 
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Marie  Rambert  was  born  in  Warsaw in  1888.  A l though she  showed except ional  

a p t i t u d e  f o r  d a n c e  a t  s c h o o l ,  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  1 9 0 4  w h e n  s h e  f i r s t  s a w  t h e  

w o r k  o f  I s a d o r a  D u n c a n ,  t h a t  s h e  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  b e c o m i n g  a  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  d a n c e r .  H e r  p a r e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  o t h e r  p l a n s  a n d  i n  1 9 0 5  M a r i e  

R a m b e r t  w a s  s e n t  t o  P a r i s  t o  s t u d y  m e d i c i n e .  S h e  w a s  t o o  y o u n g  t o  b e g i n  

medica l  s tudies  immediate ly  and so  cont inued her  danc ing whi le  she  waited,  

e v e n t u a l l y  e a r n i n g  a  m o d e s t  i n c o m e  b y  g i v i n g  d a n c e  r e c i t a l s  i n  f a s h i o n a b l e 

Par i s i an  sa lo ns .  In  1910 she  went  to  Jaques-Dalcr oz e ’ s  Sch ool  of  Eur h y th mics  

i n  Geneva,  and when Diaghi lev  needed someon e to  h elp  Ni j in sky  teach  h is  

c ast  the  c o mpl icated  rhythms of  St rav insky ’ s  R i te  of  Spr in g,  D alcr oz e  

rec o mmended Mar ie  Rambert .  She  jo ine d the  Bal lets  R usses  in  1912 to  teach  

e u r h y t h m i c s ,  a s s i s t  N i j i n s k y  a n d  d a n c e  i n  t h o s e  b a l l e t s  f o r  w h i c h  s h e  w a s  

su i table .  She  remained with  the  Company for  a  year .  

 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  F i rs t  Wor ld  War  she  moved to  Br i ta in  and supported  herse l f  by  teachi ng dance  and 

e u r h y t h m i c s  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d  p r i v a t e  h o m e s  i n  L o n d o n .  S h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s t u d y  a n d  p r e p a r e d  n e w  p r o d u c t i o n s  

w h i c h ,  w h e n  p e r f o r m e d ,  m e t  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p u b l i c  a n d  c r i t i c a l  s u c c e s s .  I n  1 9 1 8  s h e  m a r r i e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  

p layw ri ght ,  A shley  Dukes ,  whose  support  and en cour agemen t  for  h er  wor k  pr ov ed in v aluable  th r ough out  th e  41  

y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .  

 

I n  1 9 2 0  s h e  o p e n e d  h e r  o w n  s c h o o l  o f  d a n c i n g  i n  K e n s i n g t o n  a n d  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  s h e  a n d  h e r  s t u d e n t s  

a p p e a r e d  i n  a  s h o r t  b a l l e t  b y  o n e  o f  h e r  p u p i l s ,  F r e d e r i c k  A s h t o n ,  a t  t h e  L y r i c  T h e a t r e  i n  H a m m e r s m i t h .  A  T r a g e d y  

o f  F a s h i o n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  A s h t o n ’ s  f i r s t  w o r k ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  m a r k e d  t h e  e a r l i e s t  b e g i n n i n g s  

o f  B a l l e t  R a m b e r t .  

 

I n  1 9 2 8  A s h l e y  D u k e s  b o u g h t  a  d i s u s e d  c h u r c h  h a l l  i n  N o t t i n g  H i l l  G a t e  a n d  c o n v e r t e d  i t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  b o t h  

h i s  w i f e ’ s  s c h o o l  a n d  l a t e r  a  s m a l l  t h e a t r e ,  t h e  M e r c u r y  T h e a t r e .  T h i s  p r o v i d e d  a  p e r m a n e n t  h o m e  f o r  t h e  C o m p a n y  

f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  w a s  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h e  B a l l e t  C l u b .  

 

F ro m then o n  the  story  of  Mar ie  Rambert  i s  inex tr icably  l in ked with  th at  of  h er  C ompan y ,  r en amed Bal let  R ambert  

i n  1 9 3 5 .  M i m ,  a s  f r i e n d s  k n e w  h e r ,  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p i o n e e r s  o f  m o d e r n  B r i t i s h  b a l l e t .  S h e  c a j o l e d ,  b u l l i e d  

a n d  i n s p i r e d  c o u n t l e s s  d a n c e r s ,  c h o r e o g r a p h e r s  a n d  d e s i g n e r s  f o r  o v e r  s i x t y  y e a r s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  s u c h  e m i n e n t  

d a n c e r s  a s  P e a r l  A r g y l e ,  D i a n a  G o u l d ,  M a u d e  L l o y d ,  H a r o l d  T u r n e r ,  S a l l y  G i l m o u r  a n d  C e l i a  F r a n c a .  A s  a  d i s c o v e r e r  

o f  c h o r e o g r a p h i c  t a l e n t ,  M a r i e  R a m b e r t  c o u l d  c o u n t  F r e d e r i c k  A s h t o n,  A n t o n y  T u d o r ,  A n d r e e  H o w a r d ,  F r a n k  S t a f f ,  

Walter  Go re,  Norman Morr ice  and Chr is topher  Br uce  amon gst  th ose  wh o espec ia l ly  ben ef i ted  f r om h er  en th us iasm 

and advi c e .  

 

I n  1 9 6 6 ,  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i n s i g h t ,  s h e  c h o s e  N o r m a n  M o r r i c e  a s  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  

the  Company t ransformed f rom a  large  c lass ica l  company to  a  smal l  ensemble  of  e ighteen so lo ists ,  concentrat ing  

o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r k s .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  B a l l e t  R a m b e r t  g a i n e d  i t s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  B r i t i s h  

b a l l e t .  I n  1 9 2 6 ,  M a r i e  R a m b e r t  h a d  f o r m e d  B r i t a i n ’ s  f i r s t  b a l l e t  c o m p a n y  a n d  f o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  

i n  t h e  b i r t h  o f  B r i t a i n ’ s  f i r s t  m o d e r n  d a n c e  c o m p a n y .  N o  o t h e r  d i r e c t o r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  D i a g h i l e v ,  h a s  h a d  

a  g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  f o r c e s  i n  b a l l e t ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  B r i t a i n  b u t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  H e r  a d o p t e d  c o u n t r y  

honoured her  with  a  CBE  in  the  Coronat ion  Honours  of  the  Br i t i sh  Empire  in  1954,  and she  was  appointed  a  Dame 

i n  1 9 6 2 .  

 

Dame Mar ie  reta ined an  act ive  interest  in  everything the  Compa ny d id ,  attending rehearsa ls  and performances  

and g i v i ng  c areful ly  heeded and h ighly  respected  adv ice ,  c r i t i c i sm an d en cour agemen t  un t i l  h er  death ,  aged 94,  

i n  June  1 9 8 2 .  
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� RICHARD FLATT 
Professional Decorating and 

Property Maintenance. 

Quality workmanship Interior & 
Exterior 

Insurance work undertaken 

Free estimates and advice 

20 years experience and fully 
insured 

Call Richard on mobile: 07748 857 733 or Landline: 01992 578 152 
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Horndon Church = Bronze Award   Orsett Church = Bronze Award   Bulphan Church = Silver Award 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  



 

Orsett WI  

 

I haven't managed to get an entry in the Hobnob for the last four months so I 
thought I'd give you some updates in the form of bullet points for the months 
I've missed. 

 

� October: this month we were planning a forthcoming 
party, meetings and lunches, enjoying being able to meet 
and talk to members attending safely.   

� November: we continued to welcome a lot more new 
members. The crafty ladies in our group encouraged 
everyone to make poppies, which were knitted, crocheted, 
or made from plastic bottles painted and then they were 
used to cover our scarecrow type lady and place her on a 
bench near the memorial of remembrance in Orsett village. 
She remained in place until the 12th night. Orsett WI got a 
lovely letter of thanks from the Royal British Legion to 
express their gratitude and support.  

� December: we had our 99th birthday party and Christmas 
party combined. We had a finger buffet with alcoholic 
drinks, tea and coffee. And lovely commemorative cakes. 
We had a demonstration from hand bell ringer's called 
‘absolutely chiming’ and members were asked if they 
wanted to participate which was a lot of fun. We had guests 
from surrounding WI’s and the feedback was that it was a 
very enjoyable evening. 

� January was resolution month. We've also been looking at 
helping the environment and how we can raise awareness 
so we can have an impact on climate change. We have an 
allotment which has fruit trees, plants, flowers and veg and 
we intend to be planting more; we have several members 
who have shown an interest in this so far. 

� February meeting will be on the 2nd of February 7:00 PM at the Village Hall RM16 3HB. If you are 
over 18, please come and join us, ‘It’s not what you think’. First meeting is free, you just have to 
bring £1 for tea/ coffee, look forward to meeting you. We have a speaker who will be speaking 
about Orsett Hospital. 

For more information, please look at our website or find us on Facebook under Orsett women's 
institute. Email is orsettWi@gmail.com 

Sharon Larsen 



  

Bulphan  

Community  

Café  

and Post Office 
A warm welcome to all. 

Comprehensive Post Office services; 
hot and cold drinks; 

licensed bar; 
cakes(including gluten free), 

crisps and biscuits 
free Wi-Fi 

Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 
Local councillors Sue and Barry,  

and Local Area Co-ordinator Pauline  
are frequent visitors 

 
 

 

BULPHAN 
TODDLER GROUP 

 

Fridays in Term Time 
10.00am - 12.00pm 

BULPHAN VILLAGE HALL 
£2.50 + £1 each additional child 

 

Contact Corinne: 07722 417 143 
 
 

 

 
 

We meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month for anyone 
who would like a cuppa and a chat. Everyone is welcomed! 

 
Bring & Buy and Raffle 

 
All proceeds go to the J’s Hospice in Essex,  

providing hospice and  respite  care  for  young  adults  
with  life threatening and life limiting conditions 

 

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 

In Horndon Woolmarket 
from 10.00  - 11.30 am 

 
 



OLD PHOTOGRAPHS OF BULPHAN 

Each month we will publish a few photographs from this extensive collection 

 

BBulphan Rectoryy (now Brandon Hall) before the 2nd floor extension  

TThe congregation of the Zion Interdenominational Chapel  ––   eearly 1930s  



 

 
W.HOWARD & SON 

32 HIGH ROAD ORSETT 
 

01375 891238 
We Care 

We have a genuine desire to look after you. 
 

We promise that we will meet and endeavour to exceed your expectations with regard to 
the funeral service we provide and the care, professionalism and compassion shown to 

you. 
We are meticulous in our attention to detail and look for ways to make the funeral a 

special and memorable occasion. 

IT’S OUR PRIVILEGE TO HELP 
 

SCI SCI FUNERALS LTD 
 

F.O.S.  Member of the Funeral Ombudsman Scheme and the Funeral Standards Council                    FSC 

 




