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Open Church means that the Church is open for private prayer, refreshments are available at all sessions except Thursdays at Bulphan. 

SERVICES – March 2026 

 HORNDON ORSETT BULPHAN 

Sunday 1st March 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

10am All Together 

Holy Communion Service 

 
 

Monday 2nd         
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 3rd   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

 Thursday 5th     10am Holy Communion Service 

Friday 6th     
 

9-11.30am Oasis Café 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

At Orsett Churches Centre 

 

12noon World Day of Prayer Service at Wellcome Church, Orsett Churches Centre 

Saturday 7th   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
 4pm Forest Church 

Sunday 8th March 

3rd Sunday of lent 
 

8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service 
 

Monday 9th       
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 10th     
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

9pm Holy Communion Service at the Whitecroft 

Thursday 12th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 13th   

9-11.30am Oasis Café 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

At Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 14th  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments  
  

Sunday 15th March  

4th Sunday of lent 

 
 

8.45am CW Holy Communion Service 

10am Holy Communion Service   4pm Refresh Service 

Monday 16th      
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 17th     
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Thursday 19th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 20th     

9-11.30am Oasis Café 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

At Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 21st   
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments  
  

Sunday 22nd March 

 5th Sunday of  lent 

8.45am BCP Holy Communion Service 

10am Family Service 
  

Monday 23rd 2pm Horndon School Easter Service  
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 24th 

Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 1.30pm Orsett School Easter Service 9.30am Bulphan School Easter Service 

12noon Holy Communion Service 

Thursday 26th    Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 27th   

9-11.30am Oasis Café 

9.30-11am Edward Bear Toddler Group 

At Orsett Churches Centre 

 

Saturday 28th     
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Sunday 29th March 

Palm Sunday 
 

10am All Together 

Holy Communion Service 
 

Monday 30th     
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 

Tuesday 31st       
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
  

Thursday 2nd April 

Maundy Thursday 
 

7.30pm Holy Communion 

with foot washing 
Open Church 10am-noon 

Friday 3rd 

Good Friday 

10am Stations of the Cross 

2pm Walk of Witness 
No Oasis or Edward Bear  

Saturday 4th      
Open Church 10am-noon 

with refreshments 
 No forest church 

Sunday 5th April 

Easter Sunday 
  

10am All Together 

Holy Communion Service 



 
THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 
INTERMENT OF ASHES 
30th Jan Peter Hurst (H) 
   
MEMORIAL SERVICE  
31st Jan James Reynolds (O) 
   
   
   
INTERMENT OF ASHES  
   
   

 
Wedding Enquiries 

If you would like to enquire about booking a wedding at: 
Horndon, Orsett or Bulphan churches, 

please contact: Lynda Robertson: 07974 803471 
l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk 

 
Baptism Enquiries 

To arrange a baptism, you will need to attend a 
Baptism Preparation Meeting, where we will discuss the 
meaning of Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and 

Godparents, go through the Baptism service and give you the 
opportunity to ask questions. At the end of the meeting, we can 

check the diary, and you will be able to book your Baptism. 
 

Forthcoming Baptism Preparation Dates: 
 

Saturday 14th March 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Monday 13th April 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Saturday 9th May CANCELLED  
Monday 8th June 7.30pm at Orsett Church 
Saturday 11th July 12 noon at Horndon Church 
Monday 10th August 7.30pm at Orsett Church 

For more information, please contact: 
Christine Mortimer: 01375 641485 

c.mortimer@hobnob.org.uk 

 
MARCH COVER PICTURE 

Church Road, Bulphan 
From A128 looking west 

 



EASTER SERVICES 2026

Maundy Thursday - 2   Aprilnd

at Orsett Church
7.30pm Holy Communion Service with Foot Washing

Good Friday - 3   Aprilrd

at Horndon Church
10am Stations of the Cross

2pm Walk of Witness followed by Hot Cross Buns

Easter Sunday - 5   April th

at Bulphan Church
10am All Together Holy Communion Service 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The churches in this Parish are committed to 
the safeguarding, care and nurture of 

everyone within the church community; 
especially children, young people and 

vulnerable adults. 
 

07752 836902 
or 

 

contacted on: 
  
or 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We are now into the 6th month of Interregnum, and we must say thank you to Revd Max 
and visiting clergy for keeping our Parish services going during this time. One of the 
interesting aspects is visiting clergy and experiencing how they deliver the Christian 
message.  Recently, at Bulphan we have had Revd Tom Rout, from St Margaret’s, 
Stanford le Hope and Revd David Peterson, of St Clements, West Thurrock. 
 

A recent conversation at St Mary’s church. Say a prayer for them, our family is not 
religious we don’t say prayers. You don’t have to be religious to say a prayer. I do not 
see myself as religious, just someone trying to lead a Christian life and trying my best. 
You cannot say that attending Church does not give you something to think about. 
 

Monday February 2nd (40 days after Christmas) was Candlemas which marks the 
Presentation of Christ and end of Christmas, so time to remove the nativity and put all 
the characters away, ready for next year. 
 

We have at last, installed our post box.  We now have to remember to open it on a 
regular basis.  
 

As we leave Christmas and move towards Lent, the progression of the church year is 
marked by the changes of the colour of the altar frontal from white for Christmas to 
green and then to purple for Lent. We also turn the pages of the book of remembrance 
to the latest month.  
 

We are grateful to Alastair and his team from Castledon School who have been coming 
on a Wednesday and have been carrying out the jobs that need to be done to keep the 
church looking its best. 
 

During Interregnum it is important that all Church Officers, which includes wardens, keep 
up to date with all the courses they are required to complete. At present some of the 
Wardens are coming to the end of their three-year safeguarding Leadership certificate. 
The Parish is fortunate that we have Janet McCheyne as our safeguarding officer with 
Lynda Robertson as the deputy. Many parishes are struggling to find people to fill these 
roles. 
 

The adverse publicity from the press and television whenever a church member is 
accused of wrongdoing is overwhelming even if that person is not a member of the 
Church of England. We must take some comfort in the fact that each week thousands 
and thousands of people volunteer their services in so many ways to ensure that so 
many churches are open and welcoming. We are all responsible to ensure that everyone 
and especially children and vulnerable adults are safe within the Church. 
 
God Bless 
Frank  
 

Bulphan Churchwarden’s Report 



 

Orsett 
ChurChwardens 
repOrt 

 
 

 
The period just after Christmas until late February or early March is quite a confusing 
one as the timelines of Jesus’ life conflict.   
 
One week we celebrate Epiphany, which marks the Magi presenting their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh to the baby Jesus.  The following week we roll forward 30ish 
years with Jesus being baptised by John the Baptist which marks the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry.  Then on Candlemas / Feast of the Presentation (Feb 2nd) which was 
when Mary presented Jesus at the temple as a baby.  Then towards the end of February 
we begin Lent which again rolls forward 30 odd years in Jesus’ life.  It can seem like a 
bit of a rollercoaster. 
 
In February we start to see the renewal of life.  In Orsett churchyard we see daffodils 
start to appear, along with cowslips, crocus, trees budding and other wildflowers 
appearing, all signs that spring and hopefully warmer weather is well and truly on its 
way.  Many of these flowers will be many years old having been planted or occurred 
naturally and come back each year.   
 
When you read this we will in the 3rd week of Lent, and we hope many will join us for 
the Easter services and events around the parish.  In Hornchurch over the Easter 
weekend, they are holding their Passion play around Queen’s Theatre.  This is a really 
powerful experience and as it only happens every 3 years, if are able to attend you 
won’t be disappointed.  Unlike many things today it is free to attend. 
 
 
God Bless 
 
Christine and David Mortimer 



  

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 

Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

Air-con & Renewables

D All calls are answered personally

D Confirmed bookings given

D No job too small!

D Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 

specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.



 
 
 

 
 
 
Churchwarden’s Report - St. Peter and St. Paul Horndon on the Hill 
 
Once a month, on the 3rd Sunday at 4pm, we hold a relaxed, modern-style service in Horndon, 
called REFRESH. We use the screen for songs and to help guide us through a more interactive 
time together. There’s also a moment to share anything you’re thankful for, if you’d like to. We 
keep things simple with a short talk and some prayer, and it’s always warm and very welcoming. 

Since the start of the interregnum, Christine has very kindly taken the lead with our monthly 
services. With her away for a few weeks, I was asked to step in for February. Now, I’m used to 
leading intercessions or reading a passage, but a whole service? That was new territory. Still, I 
thought, “How hard can it be? I’ll talk about St Valentine, throw in the fun fact that he’s also 
the patron saint of beekeepers, and it’ll all come together nicely.” Famous last words. 

It didn’t take long to realise my “interesting” talk was rapidly turning into something between 
a dictionary entry and a Wikipedia page. Every attempt to lighten it up somehow made it worse. 
After a month of wrestling with it, I abandoned Plan A entirely. Plan B was far more promising: 
focus on the bees and less on the saint. At last, things clicked, and I managed to put together a 
five-minute reflection comparing bees to love — and, amazingly, it actually worked. 

I won’t dwell on the worry and stress I went through before the service, or on how well (or not!) 
it all went on the day. But afterwards, when I was chatting with Max, who was, in true Max 
fashion, warm, encouraging and full of positivity, I admitted just how nervous I’d been. He 
simply said, “Oh yes, we all get nervous. Some days worse than others.” 

It honestly hadn’t occurred to me before. I’d never really stopped to think about how the person 
leading the service might be feeling. Whether they’re new to the role, visiting, having an 
off-day, or simply facing a tough crowd, giving a sermon is, in its own way, a performance. 

So, this month, I want to say a big thank you to everyone who prepares and delivers sermons 
for our parish, week in and week out. To Max, to the churchwardens who’ve stepped up during 
the interregnum, and to the visiting clergy who generously give us their time — thank you, all 
of you. 

God Bless 

Bev Macrae 
 



 
March 1st  For those living on Welling Road, Orsett 
March 2nd  For those living on Oxford Road, Horndon 
March 3rd  For those living on Orsett Road, Orsett 
March 4th  For our medical practitioners 
March 5th  For those living on Fen Lane, Orsett 
March 6th  For those living in Nigeria on the World Day of Prayer  
March 7th  For those living on Brentwood Road, Bulphan 
March 8th  For those living on Medbree Court, Orsett 
March 9th  For those living on Pump Street, Horndon 
March 10th  For those living on Fordham's Row, Orsett 
March 11th  For those living on Herga Hyll Orsett 
March 12th  For those living on Lower Dunton Road, Bulphan 
March 13th  For those living on Parkers Farm Road, Orsett 
March 14th  For the lonely and childless  
March 15th  For all mothers on Mothering Sunday 
March 16th  For those living on Conway Road, Orsett 
March 17th  For those living on Fen Lane, Bulphan 
March 18th  For those living on Bonham Drive, Orsett 
March 19th  For our Church of England Primary schools in Orsett, Horndon and Bulphan 
March 20th  For our neighbours 
March 21st  For our own prayer lives 
March 22nd  For those living on Heath Road, Orsett Heath 
March 23rd  For those living on Rowley Road, Orsett 
March 24th  For those living on Wingfield Drive, Orsett 
March 25th  For those living on The Parkway, Orsett 
March 26th  For those living on Hillcrest Road, Horndon 
March 27th  For those in hospital 
March 28th  For our Methodist and Congregational brothers & sisters 
March 29th  For Palm Sunday; Christ’s entry to Jerusalem 
March 30th  For peace in the world 
March 31st  For members of our congregations who live in Chadwell St Mary 

 
 
 
 

“Thank you, Lord, for our mothers.  
We remember today their loving care, and their ceaseless love for us. 

May we show them by our gifts, our words and our actions that we love them and care 
about them too. 

Father, we thank you for the family of the Church.  
May they know your blessing and strength as they care for others”. 

 
 

Mothering Sunday prayer by Mary Batchelor 
 
 
 

PRAYER DIARY 
Some thoughts to include in your daily prayers 



Monthly Prayer Group 
Meeting update - 2026

We are a  smal l ,  f r iendly  church group that  meets  on the th ird  Tuesday of  each 
month at  The Woolmarket ,  High Road,  Horndon ‑on ‑the ‑Hi l l ,  

f rom 8:00pm to 9:00pm. Anyone who attends serv ices  in  
Horndon,  Orsett ,  or  Bulphan is  warmly  inv i ted to  jo in  us .

Leadership  is  shared within  the group,  and each sess ion ref lects  the unique 
sty le  of  the person leading.  This  keeps our  t ime together  var ied,  

engaging,  and meaningful .

At  our  January  meet ing,  we ref lected on 2025 to  help  shape our  p lans  for  the 
year  ahead.  In  February,  we focused our  prayers  on the appointment  of  a  new 

Rector  and gave thanks  for  our  church wardens,  music ians,  helpers ,  
pastoral  team,  and Max Blake.

Prayer  can take many forms—si lent  ref lect ion,  spoken prayer ,  reading wri tten
prayers ,  creat ive express ion,  or  inspirat ion drawn from Scr ipture,  hymns,  art ,  

or  music .  What  matters  most  i s  that  our  prayers  come from the heart  and 
are offered to  God,  not  to  those around us.  Some may feel  more comfortable  

praying pr ivately ,  such as  whi le  dr iv ing,  and that  i s  perfect ly  va l id .

       As  a  resource,  we are revis i t ing  mater ia l  we have previous ly  
                                             found helpful :
                       www.prayercourse.org/sess ion/why-pray/
                You may a lso access  i t  us ing the QR code provided.

Between Apr i l  and November,  we wi l l  be drawing on th is  resource as  we cont inue
to pray for  indiv iduals ,  leaders ,  g lobal  concerns,  our  communit ies  and ourselves.  

The topics  inc lude:  Why Pray?,  Adorat ion,  Pet i t ion,  Intercess ion,  
Unanswered Prayer ,  Contemplat ion,  L istening,  and Spir i tual  Warfare/Conf l ict .

We hope th is  resource supports  your  prayer  l i fe  and offers  c lar i ty  around 
terms that  may be new or  unfami l iar .  

We look forward to  welcoming you to  a  meet ing.

L isa  Anderson

http://www.prayercourse.org/session/why-pray/


We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month for anyone who would like a

cuppa and a chat. Everyone is 
welcomed! 

Bring & Buy and Raffle 

The Games Café 
at 

Horndon on the Hill Village Hall  
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 
 

We have 2 Short Mat Bowls  
carpets, so up to 12 people can 
play in teams of 2 or 3 
No previous experience needed 

 
We are all ‘have a go’ amateurs 

who welcome and encourage all new-comers 
 

£5 per week 
Just come along 
No need to book 

 
Come alone,  

or with 
friend/partner 

 

Please text or call Allison for more information  
07773 539345 

 

  
 

 

 
A warm welcome to all. 

Comprehensive Post Office services; 
hot and cold drinks;  

licensed bar;  
cakes (including gluten free), 
crisps and biscuits   Free Wi-Fi 

 

Thursdays & Fridays from 1.30 - 4.30pm 
 

 Local councillors Barry and Dave visit regularly  
 A social worker visits on the 2nd & 4th Friday of 

the month from 2-4pm for adult care and 
support drop-in sessions 

 Regular visits from the Community Police 

Please note: There is a £10 joining fee payable on your third 
visit, to cover set up costs, replacement games and low 

attendance weeks. Thank you. 

We play cards and board games: 
SkyJo, Sequence, Dobble, 

Trominoes, Bananagrams and 
many others.  

Guest games always welcome! 

 
‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
Coffee morning 

 
In Horndon Woolmarket 

from 10 am – 12 pm 
 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month for anyone who 

would like a cuppa and a chat.  
Everyone is welcomed! 

 
Bring & Buy and Raffle 

 
All proceeds go to the  

Havens Hospices in Essex. 
Havens Hospices provide specialist care 
and support for people of all ages, and 

their families, who are living with 
incurable conditions 

 
 

For further details contact 
Beverley on 01375 671474 

 Po st  Offic e 



 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
4, High Road. Horndon-on-the-Hill 
Minister: Reverend Fiona Smith 

Senior Steward: Mr Graham Hodgson 
https://www.southessexmethodist.org.uk/ 

 
 

All are welcome to our services and other activities. 
 

  Services March 2026 
Sunday 10:30am Worship in the Chapel 

unless stated otherwise 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Coffee mornings and lunch  
All are welcome to our weekly Community Cuppa and Chat in the Methodist Church 
Hall on Thursdays between 10:00 – 12:00 noon for the coffee morning with drinks, 
savouries and biscuits and a soup and a roll between 12:00 noon - 13:00.  
 
 

Lent e mail course 
For Lent Maureen McPherson is running an email Lent course called Walking With 
Jesus to the Cross. It’s a five-week course with Prayer, scripture, reflection, 
Benediction and some questions. If you are interested in receiving these please  
e mail Maureen at mail@south-fields.com 
 
 

Items for Sale 
We are pleased to report that we have now disposed of 
two large longstanding items that were taking up space 
in the back room to the Hall. On 12th March villagers 
may have thought they were watching an episode of 
‘Some Mothers Do ‘Ave ‘Em’ as we formed a go cart 
using the snooker table as a deck and upturned legs as 
the superstructure all mounted on removal ‘skates’. The 
team set off down the High Road and safely delivered 
said item to its new home! 
 
 

Work is progressing in clearing space in the back room but if anyone is interested in 
obtaining CDs, books and jigsaws please do get in touch. For further information 
contact Graham Hodgson graham.hodgson122@btinternet.com on  07775 861322 

1st March Ms Colleen Weedon  
8th March Revd Felicity Al-Hassan  

15th March Revd Fiona Smith Holy Communion 
22nd March  Mrs Suzanne Stubbs   
29th March Mrs Maureen McPherson  



 
 

On Tuesday 17th of February representatives from local Schools, Business and 

Churches and referral services were invited along to the Thurrock Foodbank to get a 

behind the scenes look at how their operations work. Myself, Lynda, Jane and Sian 

attended the event as representatives of The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan. 

 

Upon arrival we were greeted by the staff and volunteers and invited to take a seat for a 

presentation highlighting who they are, what they do and why they are needed. 

 

Thurrock Foodbank was established in 2012 as an initiative of local churches, after six 

months of preparation they were ready to open their doors beginning with only three 

centres . Since 2012 it has grown to ten centres across the borough operating today 

open Tues-Sat, offering vital support to those facing food crisis. However, we learnt that 

it is not only food they offer support with, they also offer a safe haven for people to 
socialise enjoy a warm cup of tea/coffee and advice, working with over 94 referral 

agencies including the citizens advice bureau, local healthcare providers and many 

other charities to help and identify those in need. 

 

We were then invited to have a behind the scenes look at their warehouse were they 

receive and store donations and build the food parcels, not only supplying food but also 

hygiene supplies for those in need. It was so informative to see it in action, and how the 

staff and volunteers diligently check all donations, sorting into type and shelf life to 

ensure all donations are distributed wisely with no waste. It was explained to us that 

donations are seasonal with a peak in donations around the Christmas period and again 

at Harvest festival but they see a drop off during Spring and Summer. 
 

The ultimate aim for Thurrock Foodbank is that there is no need for Thurrock Foodbank. 

But whilst there is a need they will continue with their aim of ensuring no one goes 

hungry, and will work tirelessly supplying the help needed to our neighbours within the 

borough of Thurrock. 

 

It really highlighted all the good work they do and the real changes they are making to 

people who find themselves in a crisis. No one should be worried about where there 

next meal will come from or how they are going to feed their children but the reality is 

they are and Thurrock Foodbank is there for them when they need help and support. 

 

We have three food donation points in operation in our Parish 

• Horndon: 1, Lion Cottages, High Road 

• Orsett: 1 Prince Charles Avenue  

• Bulphan: Bulphan Stores 

If we all make a small food/hygiene donation when doing our shopping the impact will 

be far reaching and really make a difference to someone in a time of need. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank the team at Thurrock Food Bank for all they do, they really 

are making a difference to people’s lives. 

 

Sam Pankhurst 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a change of venue for February’s meeting and welcomed Harmonie Concert 
Band at Horndon School.  They entertained us with a wide range of arrangements of 
well known tunes from films, shows, classical pieces, marches and more besides. It was 
a wonderful evening of playing   Thank you so much to all who came along and we hope 
it won’t be too long before the band visits us again. 

We’re looking forward to our annual Talent Evening when various locals will show us 
just what they can do to entertain us.  Do come along to see what surprises we have 
in store.     

 

 

 

 

Woolmarket music  
talent evening  

thursday 12th march  
7.30pm 

st peter & st paul church 

Coming up 



Ecology and Social Justice Action Group 
 

Linford Household Waste and Recycling Centre (the tip) 

The Household Waste Re-use Centre (HWRC) Reuse Shop 

Thurrock Council now has a Re-use Shop — a community space where good-quality, pre-loved items can find 

new homes instead of ending up in landfill. 

The shop, situated in their Linford Household Waste and Recycling Centre, has been created as the council 

have seen a large amount of good quality items being thrown away at the HWRC. The Re-use Shop helps to 

avoid items ending up in landfill and improves Thurrock's recycling rates. The shop sells a wide range of pre-

loved and new items at low prices.  

All income generated by the Re-use Shop will be reinvested into funding council services that benefit the local 

community. 

The Council encourages residents to look to prevent any form of waste but if your waste/items you wish to 

dispose of are reusable and in good condition, we recommend donating them to charities first, 

https://charityretail.org.uk/find-a-shop, or those in need. 

There is also the option to donate any reuseable items to the council’s partner Anglo, who offer free doorstep 

collections for Thurrock residents. These opportunities ensure items are recycled. How you book a collection 

can be found on Thurrock Council’s website. 
 

The Re-Use Shop  
 

     
 

Reusable items suitable to be put on sale at the reuse shop at the HWRC. 

Any items taken to the HWRC, which are deemed to be reusable by the Site Operatives, may be resold in the      

Re-use shop. Please let one of the Site Operatives know if you think your item can be reused.  
 

Some examples of items included for sale in the reuse shop are:  

• electrical items (all PAT tested) 

• books 

• bicycles 

• toys 

• household furnishings 
 

By passing these unwanted items to the shop you are preventing them being sent to landfill, reducing waste 

and protecting the environment. 
 

Accessing the shop and opening times 

The reuse shop is located at the HWRC at Buckingham Hill Road, Linford, SS17 0PP. The shop is only safely 

accessible via vehicle. At present the shop is open Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm. Unlike the HWRC the shop 

will not be open on a weekend. 
 

Buying items at the reuse shop 

All items bought at the shop will need to be paid by debt or credit card. Unfortunately, they do not accept 

cash payments within the shop. 
 

Lynda Robertson 

https://charityretail.org.uk/find-a-shop
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/household-waste-and-recycling/doorstep-collections-for-unwanted-clothing-footwear-and-household
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/linford-household-waste-and-recycling-centre-tip/how-to-get-to-tip


 
 

 
 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 
BRIDGE CLUB 

In Horndon Village Hall every  
Friday from 1.30 - 4.30pm 

Admission £2.00 (includes tea/coffee biscuits) 
Very friendly atmosphere 

Intermediate standard basic ACOL played 
For details telephone: Stuart Cameron 01375 673 237 

Horndon On The Hill 
Branch 
incorporating Stanford, Corringham, Fobbing & Linford 
 

We meet at The Welcome Club 
1 Victoria Road, Stanford-le-Hope  
 

Meetings 8.00pm on the last Tuesday each 
month except in December. 
 

New members welcome, enquiries to the 
Chairman stuart.prinn@gmail.com 
For all Poppy Appeal supplies contact  
                 aafisher53@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
 
 
                          
                                         Do you have any unwanted items that you           
                       would like to pass on for no charge?   
                           If you do please email or phone                         
                          sonia51anne@yahoo.co.uk  / 01375 674212   
                      Items must be fit for purpose.   
                          They will be advertised in the HOBNOB for 2 issues.   
                          Please supply a picture and contact details. 



 

Zion Hall Mission, Bulphan 
Church Road, Bulphan 

 
www.zhm100.wix.com/zionhallmission 

 
We enjoy meeting every Sunday evening for 

worship and are very pleased to see newcomers. We extend a warm welcome to all. The 
Sunday services for March are:  

 
 
 

If you live locally and would like to come along to a service but need transport, or for any other 
information on our Church or our services please contact the Secretary: Ian Blackburn at the email 
above or on 07880 235140 
 
This is the fourth in a short series of articles on the history of the Mission between 1938 – 51 explaining 
the background to our 75th Anniversary which we held last December. In the previous article we saw 
how membership of and support for the Mission had grown with a successful range of social and 
fundraising events taking place. Progress though had been slow and with the news that there was 
little immediate hope of getting a Building Licence members must have been frustrated. 
 
Decline and Revival: A history 
Part 4 - 1948 to 1949 
 
So, what was the system of Building Licences all about? Building Licensing had originally been 
introduced under the Emergency Powers (Defence) Act 1939 to redirect resources and labour towards 
the war effort. The regulations also enabled the government to control employment, directing essential 
workers like carpenters and bricklayers to where they were most needed. 
 
After the War the Government was motivated to keep many Defence Regulations in force to 
manage post-war reconstruction by subsequent legislation, such as the Emergency Laws 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1947.  Drivers behind Building Licensing were social, political 
and economic. 
 
Construction was focussed on essential projects, such as military infrastructure and housing, rather 
than other types of development. Many residential properties were destroyed or made uninhabitable, 
particularly in East London and other big cities.  Many of those buildings were subject to very high 
density occupation and had basic facilities. As the war effort required full focus on infrastructure for 
the War this took priority over other types of building and by 1945 huge numbers of much better 
quality houses were urgently required. 
 
Added to this demand lots of marriages that had been delayed during the War finally took place, plus 
there were hundreds of thousands of couples reunited after the husband had been away which 
naturally enough led to the "Baby boom" starting from 1946 and the need for more housing still.  
 
1945 brought in the first Socialist government with a clear majority and the Government believed that 
a planned economy would work better than one directed by market forces. Building Licences were a 
way of achieving this and an initial ratio of issuing these at 4:1 Public : Private sector was later 
increased to  a ratio of 9:1 
 

  1st March       6:30 pm Rev Max Blake  
  8th March   6:30 pm Peter Crosby  
15th March     6:30 pm Rev Pholani Ncube  
22nd March 6:30 pm Lee Woodward   
29th March 6:30 pm Evening service  

75th Anniversary 
Year 



Added to this in 1945 the country was in debt. Very heavily in debt. Britain had to pay back the value 
of all the assistance that had been received during the War under the "Lend-Lease" scheme. This 
amounted to the equivalent of US$ 103.1 billion in 2024 terms (Britain finally paid off the last of the 
loan in 2006). the Lend-Lease debt dominated everything.  The slogan was "Export or Die" in other 
words the need to minimise imports and maximise exports to earn revenues to start paying off the 
debt. The construction industry suffered in two ways because of this. The construction and fitting out 
of modern buildings required more than had previously been the case materials that were not home 
sourced, and in any case much of the rest of the world was building too. This inevitably led, to severe 
shortages of materials. Secondly the sector does not lend itself to exporting, such as manufacturing, 
agricultural produce, and coal production. This became a source of resentment among the population 
that Britain was producing a lot but no-one was allowed to have the products as they were all 
earmarked for export (we see this at play in many of the World’s poorer nation’s today). 
 
And as if this weren’t enough there was a labour shortage. Many men had died in the War and Britain 
retained large numbers in the armed forces well after the conclusion of World War II. Also, the logistics 
of demobilisation took a long time.  
 
So with this background perspective we return from the stage of world politics to our little 
project in the small village of Bulphan.  
 
Without any drawings to hand it is not clear quite what had been granted planning permission in the 
Spring of 1948 but as the year progressed the idea of enlarging the premises upon rebuilding was 
abandoned and attention was turned to making a good case for gaining a Building Licence. This would 
entail providing information about the ‘like for like’ nature of the rebuilding, a general case about the 
need for a Free Church in the area and details of the proposals and a firm cost estimate. 
 
By the AGM September 1948 a meeting had been held with an officer from the War Damage 
Commission, the Building Fund stood at £208 and offerings were doing very well through this period. 
Hopes were running high that the new chapel would be built during the following year and in an almost 
Churchillian speech from the Chairman: Mr Gurnett, he commented, This (the Village Hall) is not a 
Church with its billiard table and dart board. Many of us have happy memories of the atmosphere of 
Zion Hall….We wondered if we should get it back, and it has come back, the same spirit as in the 
Mission yonder’ 
 
Indeed the spirit of the Mission was running high, but not for the first time the expectation of a new 
building ran ahead of the reality. In December it was reported that there had been a hold up in the 
compensation application by the War Damage Commission ……… By March 1949 there was still no 
further news. 
 
As a side note, in March 1949 it was reported that unauthorised use was 
being made of the Zion Hall site and it was agreed to erect a notice board 
and some fencing to secure the site. In some ways 1949 was not so 
different to today! 
 
By June it was reported that further plans (probably representing a 
detailed planning application) had been submitted to the council and a 
tender for the building works had been received from Mr Yates and Messrs 
Truss.  
 
The following month the building sub committee scrutinized the plans and 
proposed the provision of a gas connection, and replacement of the stage 
with a pulpit to accommodate more seating. By the August it was agreed 
that leaded lights be installed in the windows. A proposal to replace the 
‘Zion Hall Mission 1910’ inscription stone from the original building today 
provides the red herring to dating the building to the casual observer. 

The ‘red herring’ date on 
the memorial plaque 



Lighting was to be from four gas lamps for the main 
body of the Hall plus two over the pulpit (electricity 
was not laid on in Bulphan until 1951/52). In a 
forward looking move it was agreed to have mains 
water laid on and install a flush lavatory and 
cesspool.  
 
The inside of the chapel could have looked quite 
different as it appears that a ceiling of some kind 
had been proposed and an offer had been made of 
‘tip up’ cinema seats, but these were rejected as 
not in to be as good or serviceable. In the event 
light oak chairs, were agreed upon. Estimated costs 
for all of the furnishings and improvements came 
to £251 with the building fund at this time standing 
at £221 on the basis that costs of the replacement building were directly paid for by the War Damage 
Commission. 
 
Despite the Summer activity and progress, no news had been received from the War Damage 
Commission and at the 1949 AGM Mr Gurnett again expressed his frustration with the comment ‘We 
are trying to find the hedge and get over it or through it’ but ever resilient in stirring words encouraged 
the meeting with ‘unless we aim high we shall not get anywhere’. The support kept on coming in with 
St Marys Bulphan making a valuable contribution donating the £14 proceeds from the sale of their 
harvest gifts. 
 
Finally, the War Damage Commission responded with the news that the tender price was not within 
their ‘ceiling’. 1949 ended like 1946, 1947 and 1948 with there being still no War damage 
compensation and still no Building Licence .……… to be continued. 

 
 

An early revision of the plan for the new building 
notably showing a large raised stage where the 

pulpit is now sited. 



Edward Bear 
Toddler Group 

 
Edward Bear welcomes his little friends 
and their accompanying adults in the 

Orsett Churches' Centre Chapel 
 

There is no charge for this Toddler Group 
 

Every Friday during term time 
9.30-11.00am 

 
For further details 
please contact 
Karen Collier on 

01375 370441 

  

 

       

                  

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community 

Every Friday during term time 
9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Orsett Churches' Centre 
 

Every Friday during term time 
9.00-11.30am 

 

The perfect place to go after 
the school run! 



 

Remember we hold Forest Church regardless of the weather,  
so please come dressed appropriately 

 
Hoorah it wasn’t raining for the February Forest Church.  Unfortunately, Kelly who was due to lead 
us, was stricken with flu, so plan B was enacted.  We welcomed Jan Blakey from The Wellcome 
Church, based in Orsett Churches Centre, who will be joining us as part of her Christian studies 
course. 
 
We gathered with the theme of St Valentine.  We learned that Valentine was priest in 3rd century 
Rome and at that time Emperor Claudius II had banned marriages as he thought single men made 
better soldiers. However, Valentine took it upon himself to arrange and perform marriages in 
secret so couples could still celebrate their love.   Unfortunately, the Emperor found out and 
imprisoned Valentine, sentencing him to death for his crime. One account suggests that, whilst 
imprisoned, Valentine fell in love with his jailer’s daughter and on the day of his execution 
(February 14th 270) he sent her a love letter signed ‘from your Valentine.’  
As The Troggs song says, Love Is All Around – and, less romantically, so are the remains of St 
Valentine. St. Valentine, the patron saint of love, was executed in 3rd century Rome and buried 
there. However, in 1835 an Irish priest, Father John Spratt, convinced Pope Gregory XVI to dig up 
St. Valentine’s remains and take them home as a gift to his fellow Irishmen and women. So, his 
remains now lie under Whitefriar Church in Dublin.  Except … it’s also thought that a flower-
crowned skull exhibited in the Basilica of Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Rome, is that of St Valentine. 
But it doesn’t end there. It is thought that some of St Valentine’s remains are in Glasgow, Scotland 
in the church of the Blessed John Duns Scotus as well. 
Valentine’s Day is said to have originated from a Roman Festival known as Lupercalia, with the 
first Valentine’s Day thought to have taken place in the year 496. It was held on February 15th at 
a festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman God of agriculture.  It’s believed that as part of the 
celebrations, boys drew names of girls from a box. Interestingly, they would be boyfriend and 
girlfriend during the festival and sometimes these matches would lead to marriage. Later, the 
church wanted to turn this festival into a Christian celebration and decided to use it to remember 
St Valentine too. Lupercalia continued for some time but was outlawed at the end of the 5th  
century when Pope Gelasius declared February 14th as St 
Valentine’s Day. 
 
Other associations 
St Valentine like many saints is associated with different people 
and groups and one of the groups St Valentine is associated with 
is beekeepers.  So, planting flowers and plants that attract bees 
and other insects is a good way to recognise St Valentine. With this 
is mind we planted pots with wildflower seeds and seed bombs, 
with the plan, when they have established growth, to plant them 
to help establish more wildflowers in the wildflower area we have 
in Orsett Churchyard. 
 
 
 
 

The next Forest Church is at 4pm on  
Saturday 7th March at  

St Mary’s, Bulphan 
 



MOTHERS’ UNION 

Chelmsford Diocese Mothers’ Union (CDMU):  
During February, our Diocesan President Maxine said midday prayers at Greensted Church as part 
of her sponsored 150th Midday Prayer Challenge. Did you know that Greensted Church is the 
world’s oldest wooden church? She has lots more places on her list including Chelmsford 
Cathedral tower on Ascension Day, and Southend Pier! 

Don’t forget to buy your tickets for our Anniversary Challenge Tea Party on 22 August at the 
Chapter House (near Chelmsford Cathedral). There are 3 timeslots (10.30-12, 12.30-2 and 2.30-4pm). Tickets are £10 
per adult and £5 per child and numbers for each session are limited. Please let me know if you would like to tickets.  .  

Did you know that MU prayers are said at midday, each day, on Facebook? www.facebook.com/MothersUnion I will 
be leading live from the Mary Sumner House chapel on Tuesday 10 March.  

Mothering Sunday – 15 March 2026 

Rather than buying chocolates and flowers, have 
you thought about buying an ethical gift? Or 
encouraging those who might be buying you 
something to buy an ethical gift? Mothers’ Union 
have gifts of belonging to support mothers, families 
and communities overseas and in Britain and 
Ireland. www.makeamothersday.org 
 

 
Celebrating 150 years of Mothers’ Union  

The final tickets have been released for the 150th Celebratory Service on 10 June 
2026 at St Paul’s Cathedral with the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and the 
Annual Gathering on 11 June 2026 at The Emmanuel Centre (next to Mary Sumner 
House, London)! They are both going to be wonderful occasions! Tickets are 
available online: https://www.mothersunion.org/event/150/ 

Prayer Diary 2026: March 
The theme for March in our 2026 Prayer Diary is ‘Global invitation to prayer and action’: A choir 
sang, ‘Come, let us sing unto the Lord!’ (Psalm 95) A child heard the call, ‘Yes! I wanted to join 
that chorus of praise.’ Today, a bud swells on the ‘dead’ branch of winter, vibrant green, 
bursting with new life, stirring hope of new beginnings. I ponder the source of God’s call, how it 
grows from Scripture, in worship, an attractive life of faith transforming lives, or the wonder of 
creation. Joining our global community of sisters and brothers in Mothers’ Union, the World 
Day of Prayer, and the United Nations mission, let us be open to receive God’s call anew, to 

widen our vision in prayer and action. 

Monthly Prayer: Called by God to be a global family of prayer, action, and service, may God bless us with: l hands to 
comfort l a holy anger at oppression seeking justice l a restless discomfort with easy answers, so that we can seek the 
truth boldly l enough foolishness to believe that we really can make a difference in this world. So, we are called, with 
God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. Amen. 

Creative Prayer: If you have a globe or a map, use this and praise God for His wondrous creation. Imagine hands and 
feet reaching out across the whole world, joining each of us with one another, sisters and brothers in Christ, working 
together for His praise and glory. Leave a picture of the world where you can see it each day to remind you to pray 
throughout the month for the work of Mothers’ Union around the world. 

 

Lucy Bubb, Mothers’ Union contact 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Bees and other pollinators are small but essential parts of God’s 
creation.  They help plants grow, support our food supply, bring beauty 
to our gardens and they form parts of many food webs, being eaten by 
many animals. Yet many species are declining due to habitat loss, 
pesticides, and climate change. As a community, we can play a 
meaningful role in protecting them. 
 
Why They Matter? 
Pollinators help one-third of the food we eat to develop and grow. Without them, many 
fruits, vegetables and wildflowers would disappear. Caring for them is part of our calling 
to steward God’s creation. 
 
How We Can Help? 
As we are now coming, hopefully, into warmer spring weather, we can think about planting 
flowers and plants.  If you are, consider plants with nectar-rich flowers like lavender, 
heather, and sunflowers.  An interesting thing to try is sowing some wildflower seeds into 
pots.  Packets of these seeds can be found in many shops.  Sowing them in pots gives a 
better chance of them of growing, than scattering them directly onto the ground.  If have 
seed bombs prepare ground, removing grasses and other things that can prevent seeds 
growing. When they are flowering, they will attract pollinators to wherever they placed; 
on the windowsill or transplanted into the garden.  When looking at which plants to grow, 
try to find ones which flower into the autumn, early winter and early spring. 
Try to leave a small patch of garden to grow wild for shelter, with a shallow dish with 
pebbles, for water. Avoid harmful pesticides, however if you have a typical garden with 
different flowers and plants and the usual garden debris, it is likely to attract natural 
pesticides, in the form of predators. 
Establishing a wildflower garden is not straightforward and could take a couple of years 
to meet expectations. 
If you are looking to populate your garden/wildlife area, please read this Law on Picking 
Wild Flowers. 
      
 

These are links to information about pollinators and wildflowers 
 
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/insect-pollination.html 
 
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/07/Pollinator-identification-chart.pdf  
A simple guide to the wildflowers of Britain | Country Life 
 
 
Ecology and Social Justice Action Group 
 



 
 

A request from Horndon on the Hill Village Hall 
 
WeÕre looking for tough, shade-loving plants to brighten a 
dry area at Horndon on the Hill Village Hall.  
If youÕre dividing or thinning your garden, weÕd be grateful 
for any spare ajuga, periwinkle, sweet woodruff, hardy 
geraniums, ferns, lamium, heuchera, hardy cyclamen, 
snowdrops (in the green), bluebells or wood anemones. Please 
message if you can help - IÕm happy to collect.  
 

Please email Nell at:  vicechairpersonhothvhc@gmail.com 



  
 
POLICE at Grays  Community Officer: PC Javier Rodriguez-Perez  
101 or 999   email: thurrockcommunitypolicingteam@essex.police.uk   
   
DOCTORS Horndon on the Hill    01375 642362 
 Orsett & Bulphan Orsett Surgery  01375 892082 
 Bulphan West Horndon Surgery  01708 852318 
    Ockendon Surgery  01277 811770 
   
FORUMS Horndon on the Hill   Horndonchair@thurrockforums.org  
 Orsett  apeaford@icloud.com  
 Bulphan  Bulphaninfo@thurrockforums.org 
   
LOCAL COUNCILLORS  
 Mr David Day   david.day@thurrock.gov.uk  07355 924361 
 Mr Barry Johnson   BJohnson@thurrock.gov.uk 07831 609714 
   
LOCAL MP Mr James McMurdock  james.mcmurdock.mp@parliament.uk  
 House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA  
   
SCHOOLS Horndon C of E Primary Headteacher: Mrs D Bradley 01375 673260  
 Orsett C of E Primary Head of school: Mr J Dickson 01375 891383  
 Bulphan C of E Academy Head of school: Mr J Dickson 01375 891220  
   

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION FOR 
HORNDON - ORSETT - BULPHAN 

Advertising in the HOBNOB 
 
Policy 
If you would like advertise in the HOBNOB,  
we offer space to businesses, contractors and  
organisations within a 15 mile radius of the  
parish, excluding the area South of the Thames. 
It is expected that advertisers uphold ethical  
working practices and in sympathy with the  
ethos of the church.   
Ultimately the decision on placing adverts 
rests with the PCC. 
 
 
Please send details of your request to advertise 
to magazine@hobnob.org.uk  
 
Our annual advertising rates are £50 for a quarter page and £75 for a half page. If the 
advert is placed part way through the year a pro rata invoice will be issued. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
our local experts 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

we can provide a funeral to suit you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bulphan Village Hall, Church Road RM14 3RU 

 
With a wide variety of groceries, fresh vegetables, 
fresh meat, fresh-baked bread, off licence, greetings 
cards and all household essentials, you can also make 
bill payments for water, electricity and gas with key 
and card top ups, replacement gas/electricity keys 
and cards, mobile phone top ups, the Health Lottery 
and National Lottery and a hot drinks machine. 
 

LOTS OF FREE PARKING 
 
Stamps are always available for sale at the till and 
there are main Post Office services at the Village 
Hall (next door) on Thursday and Friday afternoons, 
1.30 – 4.30pm 

 
IT'S ONLY A LITTLE SHOP, BUT IT CERTAINLY 

OFFERS A LOT 
 



The Tichborne Dole 
 
The Tichborne Dole is tradition which dates to the 13th century.  It takes place in the village 
of Tichborne near Alresford in Hampshire every year on March 25th, the Feast of the 
Annunciation (Lady’s Day). 
Over eight hundred years ago, there lived a kind and generous women called Lady Maybela. 
It was custom in those days that if the woman had a lot of money, it all belonged to her 
husband from the day of their marriage. So, although Lady Maybela had been very rich, she 
had to ask her husband, Sir Roger de Tichborne, for anything she wanted. 
Sir Roger wasn’t the nicest of people, as such Lady Maybela had to beg for everything she 
needed. Most of things she had she gave to the poor. 
When she was very ill and dying, she asked her husband if he would still be kind to the poor 
people after she was dead. She wanted him to give bread to the poor once a year. Sir Roger 
wasn’t very happy about this, for he would have to give up some of the flour that he made 
from the wheat he grew, and he didn’t like to give anything away for nothing! 
Remembering that Lady Maybela was very ill, Sir Roger took a burning log from the fire. He 
told his wife that however much of his land she could get round before the flames from the 
log went out, he would set aside for the growing of wheat, and this wheat would be made 
into flour for the poor. 
Lady Maybela called her maids, and they lifted her from her bed into the grounds outside. 
March is a very windy month, but as Sir Roger carried the burning log outside to watch Lady 
Maybela, the winds dropped and the flames from the log burned brightly with an unflickering 
flame. Lady Maybela tried to stand up but she was too weak, so she began to crawl on her 
hands and knees. As she disappeared in the distance, the servants held their breath and 
watched the flames on the log. Sir Roger was getting angrier as he saw how far his wife was 
crawling; he thought he had set her an impossible task. He saw Lady Maybela turn and start 
to cross across the land, then, still crawling, she turned again, this time to crawl down back 
to the house. All the time the flame burned brightly. 
As Lady Maybela was nearing the house, the log was nearly all burned out, and when at last 
she reached where she had started, the flame suddenly went out. She had crawled over an 
area of 23 acres! These same 23 acres are still known as the ‘Crawls’. 
Before Lady Maybela died she made Sir Roger promise to give all the flour grown on the 
‘Crawls’ to the poor every 25th March, and just to make sure he kept his promise, she put a 
curse on the Tichborne family and house. The curse said that anyone in the family not giving 
flour to the poor on 25th March would find that their house would collapse, their money would 
be lost, and seven sons would be born followed by seven daughters and the name Tichborne 
would die out. 
Flour was given every year until 1796, when Sir Henry Tichborne gave money to the church 
instead of flour to the poor. He had seven sons, his eldest son had seven daughters and half 
the family ‘fell down’, so a very worried son of Sir Henry, a Sir Edward Doughty-Tichborne, 
started up the custom again and carries on today. 
 
‘Doles’ of money or goods for the area’s poor were popular among the well off for centuries.  
Among the things given were bread, coal and blankets.  Many still exist today on the same 
basis or financial support from the invested benefaction(s), still realising returns.  Many of 
the latter exist today as local charities with money given to those in need.  Although with 
our modern benefits system, the need isn’t as great as it was. 
 
 



 



Just before Christmas, lots of members made 
a fused glass decorative item.  The picture 
shows some of us proudly showing our 
‘makes’. 

 

 

 

 

 

At our meeting in February, we heard some things about British Sign Language from 
Lindsay Barrell.  We were amazed to find out that there are different versions 
depending on the country someone lives in, over 300 across the world in all.  Signing 
can help to make a person with hearing loss feel more comfortable and accepted, and 

Lindsey explained that BSL is not normally taught in mainstream 
schools although children with hearing loss are often taught in 
such schools.  Lindsey is a BSL tutor on the WI learning platform 
VIA, which is available to anyone, so have a look if you want to 
learn how to sign.  

At the end of our meeting, President Janet gave Linda Crosby, 
who has been our Treasurer for around 2 years, a gift and a card 
to thank her for her time juggling our finances and for being a 
committee member.   

 

At our next meeting on Wednesday 11th March, our programme 
secretary has arranged a session called ‘the mature driver’.  
Visitors are most welcome and the meeting starts at 7.30pm. 

 

Lesley Crisp 

Secretary Bulphan WI. 

Bulphan WI 



  
 

 

Horndon on the Hill Church of England Primary School 
We are all part of God’s family.  Through trying our best in all that we do, we find a sense of belonging. 

             1 Corinthians 12:27 ‘All of you together are Christ’s body and each of you is a part of it’. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear All, 
We are halfway through the academic year already, where has the time gone? The second half of the year 
is always a busy time for the school. We have school trips to arrange, SATs to revise for, Easter services to 
attend and a production to rehearse. 

The end of this half term we have said farewell to 
Chris, our school cook, who has been a dedicated 
part of our community for the past 30 years. We 
wish her every happiness in her well-deserved 
retirement. 

A great time was had by all on Number Day. The children looked amazing in their number 
based outfits and did some lovely twirls to show them off in our celebration assembly.  The year 6 
children led lots of fun activities in each class as well as taking part in the TTRockstars competition.

      

 

Following the success of our previous design a hat competition, this year the children are invited to celebrate 
World Book Day by designing a mask based on a book character of their choice.We will be sending a paper 
plate home with every child which they can use to create their masterpiece on. The children can adapt this or 
use their own resources. The winners of the Character Mask Competition will receive a £5 book voucher to 
spend at the schoolbook fair. We cannot wait to see all the wonderful ideas. Look out for the next Hobnob 
where the winners will be shown. 

Kind regards       
 

  Headteacher 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Our February meeting was our annual Burns Night supper.  Many thanks to 
the members who volunteered to supply and cook elements for our feast, 
including swede, potatoes, soup, rolls and delicious trifles, and to those 
who helped prepare for the evening and who washed up and cleared away. 
Poems were read, songs were sung, stories were told and toasts were 
made. I think Robbie Burns would have been impressed with his 
celebration. 

Our March meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd at 8pm in the Woolmarket and 
we are delighted that we will have a chocolate company (Temprd) joining 
us for a talk and hopefully a few tasty treats. You will be able to purchase 
bars of their chunky chocolate as well. 

Guests and new members are always welcome. See you there ladies. 

Gill  
 



 

Please help raise funds for our churches 

Thank you to everyone who has 
already donated coins or notes. 

Since August 2021 we have 
raised, for church funds

£2,210.57 

Please ask friends, family and work
colleagues if they have any 

unwanted coins or notes.

Donations can be taken to one of our
churches or you can email Lynda at

l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk 
and she can arrange collection.

Knowing and sharing the love of Jesus in the Church and community
Registered charity number: 1199779

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan

Would you consider donating to support the work of the 
Parish and help us maintain our three churches? 

The Parish of Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan is registered with the Parish Giving Scheme
 (PGS) which allows you to give to this Parish securely and safely online. 

Give monthly, quarterly or annually by Direct Debit
Give One-Off amounts by Credit/Debit cards and Apple/Google pay wallets
You have the option to sign up to inflation-linked giving annually
If you pay tax you can enhance your gift by having Gift Aid at 25% added to your giving
You may give securely and donate anonymously, if you prefer

You can set up Parish Giving in three different ways 
set up your Direct Debit online, www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/parish-
horndon-orsett-bulphan-essex/
Fill in a gift form at church
Or call PGS on 0333 002 1271 and they will take you through it, step by step.

You will need the following information to hand:
Parish code = 080608339
Your personal bank account details
You will need to confirm if you want to increase your gift in line with inflation each year
Confirm if you are a UK taxpayer and therefore eligible for gift aid

Should you have any questions or need help please contact Lynda Robertson 
by email: l.robertson@hobnob.org.uk or by phone on 07974 803471



 


